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CHAPTER L 



PrepareUums ofNapoledn against ike Imamon of FraMce.'^ 
Terms of Peace offered by the Allies^ through the Baron de 
St Aignan. — Bases of the Treaty, — Congress held at Man- 
heim.-^Lord Castlereagh.^^Mantfesto of the Allies. — BuO" 
naparte^s Repiy, — Ih insincerity, — State of Parties in 
France.—^h The Adherents of the Bourbons — their chief 
Partizans, — 2. The old Jleptiblicans, — The population of 
France, in general, wearied of th%^ War, and desirous of the 
Deposition of Buonaparte* — His unsuccessftU attempts to 
arouse the national spirit, — Council of State Extraordinary 
held on November llth, when new taxes are imposed, and 

' a new Conseription of 300 fiOO men decreed, — Ghom of the 
Council, and violence (^Buonaparte. — Report of the State 
of the Nation presented to Napoleon by the Legislative Body, 
— His indignation on receiving it — - The legislative Body 

, is prorogued. — Commissioners Sent to tl^ department0 to 

. rouse the people — but in vain. — Unceasihg activity of the 
Emperor, — National Guard called out: — Napoleon, pre- 
sentiug to them his Empress and Child, tahes leave of the 
People.'^JB^kavesParisJbr the Armies on 26th January 
1814!, full of melancholy presages. 

•While these scenes were passing in the vicinity 
of France, the Emperor was using every eflTott to 
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bring forward, tn defence of her territory, a force 
in some degree corcespoiKKiig to the ideas which he 
desired men should entertain of the Great Nation. 
He distributed the seveivty or eighty thousand men 
whom he had brought back with him, along the 
linff <tf the Rhine, unmoved by the (^iniona of those 
who deemed them insuiBcient in number to defend 
80 wide a stretch of frontier. Allowing the truth o£ 
their reasoning, he denied its^ efficacy in the present 
instance. Policy now demanded, be said, that there 
ahould be no voluntary abatement of the lofty pre«* 
tensions to which France laid claim. The Austriana 
and Prussians still remembered the cao^dgns of the 
Revolution, and dreaded to encoonter France once 
more in the character of an armed nation. This ap- 
fH^hesfiion was to be hcpi up as long as possible, and 
inmost at all risks. Toc<mcentriite his fbrces would 
be to acknowledge his weakness, tp confess that he 
was devoid of means to supply tbe es^austed batta- 
lions ; and, what might be still more imprudent, it 
was making the nation itself sensible of the same me- 
lafi<^idy truth ; so that, accoxdii^ t^ this veasoning, 
it was necessary to keep up appearances, howevfer 
ill seconded by realities* U he allied sovereigns, on 
the other hand, were gradualiy appvoddbing to the 
right bank of the Rhine their immense masses, whkh> 
in^a4i9g the res^rves^ di^ not^ perhipf i «i«W9^ ^ 
hifs 43aim half a miUion of men* 
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The wnqiltotof die EmpefMr of Auirtm, jwici to 
the tc^peet eatextmtad-hr the oovrage of ^ Frmeh, 
And the td^its of tiieir leadcf, l^tbe coiditioii «i 
large/ iBflaaiodl tboir cooDeib ftt tint period^ Mtd- 
brfore raoimiq; a taua of hoatilttm whkk nuat in-* 
Ytitwe some extame ooiioliimii, jdMjr re«dvod okcc 
mooe to <^B9r $«ratt of peaoe to ilie Empercn* of 

* CThe agem aei«ctad<» tbisoecasiott^iKaB iheBaqm 
cbSt j^goaiH a Eranch ^pkaaatist of reptttotioii) va- 
«iiiiqfaio»9foftliaGenaaa oo(«ts, who, fiiAbigiiila< 
Ad haadaVif^e allies, wag aat at libetty, with a^oai^ 
BHUnon to asaote the French Eaapaoir of their wiU^ 
iagneta to enlev.ilito a treaty on equal terms. The 
Efi^nk goveamieiit ako puUicly annouiicedi tb«r 
readii^ar to^angeciatefegayeaea, aed^wt AaywoiUA 
iaal» eooddeidbl^ eottcemaos to obtdk eo greats 
Uemig. NapdecHEi,ti|efofoie) faa4 anetbcr opportiMi- 
ty for n^p>iiatiBg,upoii such tionttaaa must indeed de* 
priye Mm of the ^u&jastt mpreiaa^ amoDg Eur^ieaii 
oQitilcila whidi he had attempted to secure, but wouM 
ham bft hiiaa hi|^ and hovtmutio asat Maatij; tk^ 
80Ti»reigii» of ]&ms^ But^dio pertinaoty of Ntfpo- 
htm^B di^pasitieii. quaUied him ill for a negoHsiaee^ 
iqdesji whep he had the fiiUpower in his own bi^ 
todictal^theuterms. Hiadtoniiiiied firamesaofpifr* 
pose,. in aumy oaftes agrefil adTaaiag^ prared^ now 
die very reverse, . as dt pieveHlad him fipoaQ-anlicipia-^ 
ting absolitte necessity, by sacrifici]^^, for tbee^ 
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of pMae, eem^Ung ^rUchf it vas aotmUy mlthUt 
power to give or rettiii. This tenackff waa-ft: peou*) 
liar ffaivmioi ik ^hsmcter. He w^h^y iodeed, fbe 
broHgbtito gii^ i:^ hia cbtms tokingdmns aidpco*. 
vino^. wfakh were alrendy put beyond hift power to* 
reeorer ; iHit* when the questkiB regarded tbe:ceasid»/ 
of ^oytbing which was aUU in 3m possessba, ' Ae. 
grasp: of the lion itsdf could scarce be more onfeku* . 
iogi Heace> as lus misEattme^ accusMilatedy the 
n^liatieiM between hkn and the dUies <»me to re«* 
finable the bai^in driven with the King^of Rome» 
acc^rdi^g to an^nt history, for the Jxidis of tlH». 
Sil^. The price of peaces like that of these liiys* 
terious .volumes, was raised a^unst him upon ev^ 
B^ewal'?of the eonfa'ences. This cannot i^i^xise; 
aay one who considers, that. in proportion to the 
number oi defeats abstained and power dimimshedf 
tbeidenwd» of the t>arty gaining the advantage must 
naMraUy b^ heightt^ed. 

; Tlii# yili appear : firom a retrospect to former, ne-. 
|p$tj^tl9iis# , Before l}ie.war with Busiua, Napoleon 
BMght have-ttiade jiieace upon neady .his own teima, 
pvpvicfoig ^b^;bad b0en accompanied with a dis- 
fvowal of thiy^ispec^ of /superior autill»ri^y, nvhifth^ 
^jjbe di^lay of hia armies on tbefroiitiersiK^PQ* 
lipd^^he^aeen^, ctisp<>sed to exeroise fovea: an^inde*' 
p€a)4«Dt mA po^werliil /eqi{Are. There was ap^ng 
left to.hetdiaputed between the two Emperons, exi. 
eating itb^ fimt of equality, whicdi ittwws impoijuu^ 
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NAFOLEON BUONAFARTX. 7 

U»ftr.AkMDderl0ylrld«|^ hif j«slioe to hknadf 
ftnd to biff 8l^i)Mt. - % /; , 

'TIm Conptm at Pragiw ikm of »£finfeiit cioi* 
idcwod. Tl^ &le ciirm^ or nnhflf tlie<x>n»eqiMic«i 
dr}iipoleo»8 oim nMlmesS) liodkistUiD aa- ipm to i^ 
wtmff and hacl ddivtMS irow bi»pi!edofaini»|i»^ 
flueoocsy In»A PrjttMHi nid' An^m ; and tlirie|»o««n4 
IMMMifi aUMnee irlth Bima, aodEiif^dvlMrifb 
mkt todestemi, aft^ tkay had llie ineaM^«iiforciiig^ 
ioeba^ tm^ as ihoiddsociiie PtuibiaJpou agam^o» 
sorii^ngkuo a fitiM wUdi inayiiaeflwpaiMtotba* 
dP'Hdbtaio^ OibMntes ^ and Auaaria fbooi qbo len 
directly dqp^ident, but by the continaaace of idndi 
Ae .iras stripped of mmy fidr provtuoaB, and er- 
powd along her fronti^io mxfkic. timnd^ fiom aU 
Idle wars wbiehtbe .too n^lKkoown aiiiWri<» ofjdb^ 
French empire might awaken in Germany^ : :Yea 
mm- tken Ihe tema pvopoaed by Ptinee' Metter* 
ai^h iBtipiilated only the lib^ationctf G^misnyiSfQm 
f «eoA iainenee, wteb the rastoralum of the. lUy^ 
»«i»pvo¥inee«* ; The £Me of^ HoUaad,. and thai of 
Spain, w«re mmitted* till a gem^l peaee^ tfr wfaioh 
'£&gliuidib(»ild'beapar^. BiitBuanaparte,i}iiiiigh 
^Poland and Ittyiia migfat be considerdl .as km^ ted 
the U^o-of ^e £lbe and Clder.as indefisisi^tigaiwl 
the tt88«»bied armies of tiie^dliea^ reftued to acoi^ 
.^riiasB'terms^ aniess dogged widi the oonditioB <h^ 
tthe llsfls Towj&s 8hi}uUi«texm uncber French iti^ 
fitsmwt ; and ^did not e^^'triinsniit tl^&quaetliiia$l a^ 
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the puirpose cithe Congress had ^atpifed. - ' 

After gmii^ six brtdes, and alter the allit» hid 
redeemed t^r |dfdge^ tiiat dny imild aoC bear «f 
&rtber negotuidon while diere was a Frimek ifsidier 
HI Gkarmaiiy, <»cept are pTtsoBer, or A8lHilffla^%4» 
the gamsqii of a bkd»d^ ftnlMas^ kwmi miMmI 
Aat the d»natids of ^ coirfbdeiiitid 8 <»»c i wig im 
should rise^ more espeoiidfyas Eoglmri, jtf irbes« 
exp^we the war hadJbeenrin agveatnaeaMrioMriad 
on, was become a party to the ctti&ieiiees, and hm 
partieidar olgects ixAist now be atta^ad -te-m theit 

The iennst tfaerefiH«) pnoposed to Hapdwa, 4» 
whieh peace and the guarantee of htsdyna^aa^lil 
be obtained^ bad risen in propMtion. to da success ef 
Us enemies* . . i 

The JBsrl of Aberdeen, well imow»'ft^;hk^Iita» 
ture. and taleots, attended, on die ftat of Chfeat 3ri& 
tain, thevnegociatSQBs held witbdie BaaoftSt* Aignan* 
The basis of the troatjt proposed by tbrn-Jim vmte^ 
**«-Tliat France, dnreetittg'hersdf of all iite unnatu- 
fti additions wttb which the craqu^ts <£ Buonaparte 
bad inve^edlier, dbonld reto^ to her n^U^oal limits, 
the Rhiivs, the Alps, and the Pyrenees, which 4^ 
course left b^ in possession of the rieh provaiees of 
Belgium. llieiad^eodeiiceoflt^yfGenhany^aBd 
Holktid, wezeabsohxtefyfi^ufaited. ^Mioy wkeoi 
the power (^ Gteai^otimy seeoNded fa^ hev earn efi- 



Digitized 



by Google 



XAPOtKOM MOKAPAETJC 






wmt iMaiAlMMtt iktt fiJiiaff nriliii AlHiil riiwriBiiili 

Itiay^ wfaUe Mttrti rvtiuad tb# 8o«di0^ 
{MCttupute. Tiw, sMie eoMwdltom wovid Ml Ibgni 

fh^ M its hfiad* i^s ^ Spiiapb itg. 

pk bi$ own nfj^wni ^me. he wm hioMtlf nwHJBg 
witli bit ciyttiji jH VaUayiyy fer r» .eitiWitTiiiig bMH 
im dn? ikwm A iMHf, tfaeMftre^ migbt poM- 
Uy hi^e b^tn ^cfcieTMEl l^ help ci daikl maiiage* 
nent,. wUdii mtnOip i%jtMm^ ibeMWMdisdifflMU 
epcQ of Iftiily afid Ud^uid, would hme. left NapflK 
lew w cc^mil ftossestton ^ aiX the Mil urfM B t 

MiM tabim for tb«ur riae to the* viMric they hdUL 
MiM gowwr iqpgbt lyiverbtea tbui. cMsolidated in 
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liie »«Kit ftmiScbbte manner, and 6ir eupife pkMed^ 
m 8Hch saeurity, that lie could fear no aggreisibii ott^ 
any quarter, and had only to testify pacificinteblibns^ 
towards other nations, to ensure the peirfiM traaqilil- 
Hty of France, and of tlie worid. 

But it did not suit the high-soarnig iiiiiyti<Rt of 
Napoleon to be omtented witli^ B^ch a degree of powetf 
as was to be obtained by negotiation. His faroutil^ 
pfamse on such occasions, wMch indeed he had ptif 
intO' the UKmth of Maria Louisa upon a recent occa^ 
sion, was, that he could not occupy a throne, the^o^ 
ry of which was tarnished. This was a strange abuse 
of words ; ^ if hiisi glory was at all impaired, ad in a 
niKtary point of riew it certainly was, the depre^ia* 
tion arose from his having lost ihmy great battles; 
ahd could not be increased 1^ his acquiescing in such 
concessions as his defeat rendered necessary. The 
loss of a battle necessarily infers, more or less, somc^ 
censure on the conduct of a defeated general ; but It 
can never dishonour a patriotic prince to make such 
sacrifices as may save his people flrom'the scourge of 
a protracted and losfaig warfare. Yet 1^ us do jus- 
tice to the memoiy of a man so distinguished. If 4 
merited confidence in tlie zeal and bravery of his 
troops, or in his own transcendent abilities as a 
general, could justify him in committing a great po- 
litical erroHtn neglecting the opportunity of securing 
peace on honourable terms, the events of the 'strange- 
ly varied campaign of 1814 show sufficiently the 
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.i;A^i|^ peviod^ UmteU I>u^ of BiiasiMy mvuod 
tbe«Ui^a tobo^A conpeflgat M»oh^»favcoQsidar* 
iug the preliiiiioan^a $^ pe«ce ; «nd, oa tbe paitof 
%#fi(, Siiiit<MB» J^^ CMlkasei^^a cabinet miiualer» 
YM seM over to r^>nw«it her os this iioportaiit ooea-t 
«ifH)».^. Faction, which jui.cQimtriee wheve ftee diacua^c 
m» ifipe9ohl;e4, Qft^i^ttachaB its censure to the heal 
9pdf|rq|3d^^ of thoff^ t9 whose poUti<aJ opiniena it 
i^ fWM^9 h»g.CftliH>)Piat ed tfiis statesmaD during hia 
Mfigt/iIDd, oKen af|er. his death- This is one of the evils 
9^i^ fN^i^otwlufh freedom is purchased ; and 
4( i^ (i^ch^ed. the mpre jcheaply, that the hour of 
.Q9^ful;9tion &ils npt to come*. Noir« when his power 
o^n.^tttract no flat^ryK wd exdte no odium^ impar- 
tifd history mu«t writ^ m th€^ tomb ol Castloroagh^ 
that his undauMed courage, manly steadiness, and 
4e^p.poUti^ aagfici^y, had the principal share in 
in^u£^g.th»t q^rit of, co^yan^ed exertion and un. 
^Med per.s€^yeran«e. in^ . the: cwmoils of. the alUes, 
yfk}<^ au^ppoxtf^d them throu|^ many intervals of 
doubt and. indedpQU, and finally conducted them to 
jth^ t^ii^mphant condnsion of the mpst: eventful coa- 
^t^ wh|cb EurQpe eyer saw. . ^ 

, ,^.^ u^^^^bile^t both .panics procUii^ed their 
/Ufff^ftS ^^.B^^^' well awiM^e of the.«|lvanJ^eouB 
/Etpii^, yrbiph the l'>.^nch public in paiticular could 
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not fiHi to entertain of that {Murty, wbieb iMmedaNMir 
disposed to affi>rd tbe world the blessings of tfant 
sbte of rest and traoiqpullity^ wfaich was now imiver- 
sally sighed Sm^ 

A maaifeslo waa {mUkbed 1^ the allied mo- 
narchst in wbid they eoroplaiD, innreasonaUy cer^ 
lainly, of tiie prepaarations which Buonaparte waa 
■udBiBg for veoruitkig hb amy, which ai^mcBta^ 
tion of. tbe means of reustaa^ whether Napolecm 
was to Io0k to pea0& or war^ was equally juslifia&le^ 
wfa^ tbeftontievsof France were-surrounded by the 
allied anmes. the rest of this state paper was ini » 
better, because ^ truei' tone» It stated that victoi^ 
had brought the alUesto tbe Rhine^ but they meant 
to mfke no farth^ use^ their ad^ntages than to 
propose to Napoleo»'a peaeoi founded on the inde- 
pendence of France^, as wtXL aa upon that of every 
other countxy* ** They dewed,'' as this document 
stated^ " diat Fnmceahoold be great, powerAil, and 
happy, because the power of- France is one of the 
fimdamental bases of the sooiid system in Europe^ 
They were willk^ to ocofirm to her an extent of ter- 
ritmry, greater than Ae enj^ed imder her ancient 
Idi^ ; but they desbed, at the same time, that Eu* 
rope should enjoy tranquillity. It was, in short, 
iheir object to arraoge a padfieation on such terms 
as mij^t, IqrmwtuM guarantees, and a welUarranged 
bahmce of power, preserve Europe in future from 
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Ike ntsfiboriess cakmim, wliicli, during tweittj 
yews, hsd dtstracted the world.^ This paUtc ii- 
d^nlien seened intended to tnli&uite ihat die war 
«f the coditicm was not i^ yet ^UcedM i^aint tbe 
pknom, of Na|pdooc^ or bis dynasty, but only againat 
faffi fsynUm 0fwAitMtj mpmnaej. The allies finv 
d^r «bdared, that ^y would not lay down their 
arms until ihe political state of Europe lAoold be 
finaity amngM on unalterable prinrij^s, and toi- 
^Qgnised l^ the maieltty of treaties. 

^'he reply of Buonaparte is oontakied in a fetter 
fsma €ai:^Beoittt to Mett^nieh, dated 2d Becen* 
ber. It decSaved that Buonaparte acqoiesoed in the 
pnsidfle which «hoiddi«st Ae proposed pacifici^ion 
on the ahsokite ind^enddioe 6£ die states of Eu- 
rope, 80 that neither one nor anodier shoidd in ft* 
tun aiirogate sovsrcagnty tnr mipreniacy in any tosnm 
whatsoever^ lather upon land or sea. It was there- 
£n» dedared, that ids Majesty adhered to the gene- 
nd bnes and Abstracts communicated by Monsieur 
St Afgnan. << They will invoke,'' die letter «dd- 
«d, ^' great saoMces on the past of France, but his 
Ibjesty would m$ke them wiAout regret, i^ hy like 
fsaaltces, England wmdd grre the means of arriving 
M a general peace, honourable Ibr dl CQUcentod-'^ 

llie subtest attentimi to this doewaent ibows 
that Ngpeiecm, in his pretence of being desirous for 
peace an the tenps held out in tihe proposals of 
the afiies, was totally insincere. SBs imswer was 
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ar^Hy calculated to mix wp with the dfmiiratibn 6f 
hfe owir exorbitant pBtmcr, the qtifestidti oftlfe tirttti- 
tiwie' law, m whicli England Md all %theT tkihfnln 
had acted fel* ttiatijr cefttuHes, and -iirhfch' ^vfes 
td^ those nalkms that possess powerfttl fleiets, " the 
same advantage irhidr those that'-have gresif avni^ 
enjdy by the law martial; "^nie^right* ilrf&ig-crtit 
ef thia laiw mari^sne^ had been maintfiilted by Bf^- 
ktid at the end of d*^ VlitorttrTOs Amerteanr war; 
when the Armed^Neotridity'Wtt ftraied ibr fte^^- 
press purpose of dcpriVing^her, in her hour of weak- 
ness, of this' bulwark of her ntfvadpower: It had 
been defended dnmig- the 'present wa^ ag^st'rif 
Europe, with France and Napoleon at herhead. ' It 
was impossible that' Britain should permit any chaU 
li^ge of lier maritime rights* in the present moment 
ef her prosperity, when nor only her sMps rode tri- 
umphant on every eoast, but her own victorious «- 
my was quartered on Frcnch^groiind,' andthfe^powe^i 
M hosts of her allies, brought to* the ^fielcUby hfer 
nieanff, wdre array ed'alohg the wb<de ftoiitier oPthe 
Khine.' The Emperor of *the Frendi m%ht have- 
as ijlrdl proposed to make ther peiice- wKeh Bw^B/pe 
was bfiering. to liim, depend upo^ -Great Bri^mV 
ceding Ireland or S^tland. • 

Neither can i€ be' pretended i;hat ' there was an hi- 
diiect pbli6y in iiltroduel^ thii dk^EGflE^n as aii 
apple of discord, whilch ibight giv^ ea«»e^ to dis>- 
union among the alli^. Ear from looking om th^ 
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mariifane .hnr>/«8 escrcifled by BritiiB, with the eyes 

oCjeftbo^ with .whidi it might at o4i€r times have 

been jsgarded, .Ae contiiwartal nstieiis remembered 

the^fiff .ippaater fpievances which had been entail* 

ed on them iQr fiuopapart^Ht memorable attempt to 

pnt. down that law. by his «npi-eommerdal syeteia^ 

which had made Rusiaa berself buckle on her ar- 

menr, and :^aa a cause, and-apiiiMapal one^of 4he 

genewJL.coalitiDn against Fnmce. As Buom^Myrte* 

iHiateEatei couldv have, no hofne to obta^i any advan^ 

tsge^ director indnreet, from mixing up die ^piestion 

of madtime lights with that of the genei«l spttleraent 

o£>the..oimtiBent, and as mere ^een and hulled to 

QseaiBfitaui would be scarce an fideqnate motive 

inajnindso sagacipus^ we must s^ippose Ibis inad« 

wiisfliblff st^fmlation to hfive beoi thrown in for ^ 

pmspose. of enaUkig him to break off the negotiiUion 

when he pleased, and. cast, upon the English the 

unpopulnily attending the breach of it. It is very 

trufirthat Englandhad offered to make sacrifices for 

obtaimoga general peace ;- but these samfices^ as 

wae seat by the «vent, regarded the restoration to 

I^ranee ^of conquex^ed colonies^ not the cession of her 

owajiaval rights, ^faipfa^ €^ ih> occasion whatsoever, 

a id^nister of Britaiji will, x»ii« or dare, permit to be 

brou^^tinto challepge. r Accordingly,. the accept* 

ance jby ,Bui)puiparte of the -terms traneniitted by 

' St.'iMgnan beipg pfovided.with a slip-ki\ot, as it 
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wer^i by mhicb hevmM fine Inualf /Ambi M^mm 
gf^jemmC.ai (AeasuTe, ma: cm^^ 
I^Ue^jtnd hy M kM^pap0it^ma^ia[.^^^ 
ffSMoey^s eltMdAry^ iua^ tadjorihg »• «aiidw^p«r^ 

^» «^ WM;Mrt.5fittdy sei'mv.d^ 

ffsmrm «0 faii. as .pombhr:ja^Bmmupmiti wmim 
«4e iUMjdmig all ,he ooiiU t<» ivexaitiliiB^ibrm. ittl 

foQ^ ^ fment anca^enfi^ J . Asrfior Ittck nt A» Jib 
0(^kto»^ &e Banjos IJ^ila Louisa^ ia ihr^duita^ 
lor of Regent,, pended ia a ni^^tii^ of the S^nete^ 
1}^ for th»piU70£N»'<^ caHii^ fisfiraslir^^ (9 
liio ai:ttite6^ - She. war an otgdct^ of mteDqeit ttmk^ ioam* 
paisi^ii lo aU, wban aniiQiBidiig lie was Wbidi had 
^kfiii put betwixt hec father juad Jtsr Udband ^ iitrt 
tha, loHawiDg^ iojiidicifliis beoao^ tqpoii ihcr; eaiVN 
fry nw pal iota tiMriteitth of the ydiins smrer^^D,' 
vit^Mmt mucli regard lo:dfittoi{cj« ^^Naona/^ ida 
•aid» *^ a» kmlf «o ^da as JE iriuitisbe JSrtMh *tfi 
have ta dieadi if >Uiey perti^zthe c^Uas to be eani; 
querors.^ The doirag parkj^h^ wi^: ilso imdi 
dittdsed^. aa a^btaeUng.moi^ie importaiiciL to the frn^ 
sonaljfeelingtf <tf tha ao^rfereigo, ^aftjoiigfaifcjt6 haf^ 
been ai^ebMtd^ aaqribed lo Aral ta ftoagseat % i^^ 
niipfinky. ^^ Hayi% beoi iMqnjsmiatdfar.fim^ 
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Hn^kAmimami Aogghu ciwy hndamdy J kBov iriih 
uliewraldbeirfUcladif jdto^on a 
L^none, and wearing a crown d^qpoikd of 
l^icy/' Thf dnomeof the Senate, ptidve i^i u^u•^ 
appe i nl c d a kvy of two himdred and eigb^ ttiou* 
^MoA conscripts. 

When Bmmaparte arrived at Saint Clo«d> ^^ 
iMmag brongbt the reoiains of hia once great army t» 
Mmfmo%f his aiai»' were even in a worse state than 
had besnranticipated. But befixre we proceed to de^ 
taUthe nieasQres.wfaidi h^ took £» redeeming Ihem, 
^ is-neoessM^ to take notice of two parties- in the 
state, who, in consequence of the dsca]r of the Im- 
psrialpowet, wecsLgrowing graduaUy into imp^Nrtance. 

The first were the adherents of the Bourbons, 
wbo^ reduced to silence by the long*continued suc- 
cesses of Buonaparte^ stiU continued to exist, and 
now resumed their conse^caice. They had nume- 
rous purtiaas in the west and ctouth of Fraui^ aipd 
dnany x)f them still maintained correspondence with 
^e exiled &mily« TJbe old npUesse^.itBKmgst whom 
suck as did not attach themselves to the court aod 
IpcEson jo£ JK^qH)leon, continued t/o be stauncb roy- 
alists, had acquired, or ratl^r regained, a consider- 
^e in&ience in Parisian 9ocie^. The superior 
idegance of their manners,, the seclusion, and al- 
most myjstery of their meetings, their courage and 
their misfcNrtunes, gave an interest to these relics 

voLi. VIII. . a 
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offbe hisioPf of firanee, wbW^ mm OMrcaaed b|r 
the histatioal imieiiibriaices. omoflctcd n^ anoitint 
Mioes- afid high descnit; Booiuipiele himadf^ l^ 
the* M8«ftnMioH of nobiM^ as a fank^ gave a d%Rity 
td Aosewiio had poMMsed it £br ooitiiiiaiy whteb 
his own new creations could not impast, I* Js trn^ 
tlHM^iii^eye of phikisoplqr) thr gneal; loan who 
ftrtfV mevittf md wiaa a distingoiBhed tide>. iii in. hmh 
Mdf^ istf latriy: nwsti vahmUe a«d: laspsctafale ttum 
AediiMiifa incbmhidiriia inhenkuhit: hMKmc»iit 
liie di^timee 4if- cantunet ; b«t dien fae.isjYaliial fer 
Ml pdrseMt^qudities^ noi-fiir fais^nafcleaacb No oois 
Aoughl of pv^g> those ■iMPfiohrin, whiwt nawws 
and aetians shoc^ the wtxrid^ a^gxestar degree of rer- 
qieet w4ien Napolean^gave^thon titlea* Qm. die con- 
UUfy, ^y will live in^ history, aad.ba faumliar to 
the imaginatien^ by didr own iiane8> rather tfami 
tlieee ansing from thek pemrages* But da» science 
o#4ieraI(iey^ whe» aduiited as an arbatxary rule ef 
BwiePf^, iwemes^e icde o0 pliiloaapfay^ and ranlu 
tooWIii^^Uice fnedri% not aceording to die indmMic 
vahie of the metd, but ii» pnportiaH ta its aali. 
qnilyv If^dinr w^s die case with evan the hemes 
who^hadbewieda^si^dlefV path to beiiouiav^it:wae 
(9tlB^^iM«reHM>' widi the titks- grairted^ by Bntiipaie^ 
^' upon eatpet eensid^ade»5^^ and tbekn^htaiai^aai 
he^ttbbedwii^mihacA^ rapier* Itmigfatbe tiofy 
said^f these^ that 

Their fire-new stamp of honour scarce was Current. 
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Hi luf^^' tampd«^ tide awir ih4#^ a dMtin^ 
sMiid 8«ick bppwM by. bi^st^iiPnr 4e«99P^ ^V^ 

circumstaiices of slight sospicum. They ber^^iif^ 

iiilfMwib)«ft» mtill^k^ tt^ sfm^Qi th^.pef^ int)0 
tbw^4#^49l«^0ApmafbQpllM^ g4tt)rJS^po|^Q9l.l|rM 

sMiaUts ^ die 'exiiiawc^^ d^ifif^purtj^^iid 9^ ^ 

SMomtiiimMi^t^Tgm perb^p^ that ibe l^ui^iqi^^m^ 

^if}ia«e b«i44(8Q(Hrd]Ag|9^Fo«9h?> could wt^mbnw 

m^^mfHt^^s^ baus^A tike ^^p«scii9«iQ% ' l^€t.JBoi^ 
boMcidJl iiMk#/dieH^aim<tf ti^ 
Tbk^Mji) bcgM BOW ta^b%«odY^^^ ^^^1^ 

<M i| Hiiihid mtehartKai^ said tar biro^bg^^ftiQw^t^ 
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Mgnac, Fenrand, Andrien de Montroofe&ej^ Soslhene 
^ de la Rochefoucanlt^ Sennidson^ and La Roeligae- 
, quelein. Royalist commandars had been noHiiiiated in 
. difl^rent quarters— Count Susannet in tke Lower 
PoitoU) Duras in Orleans and Tours^ and the Mar- 
quis de Riviere in ihe province of Be^. Bonrdeaus 
was full of Royalists, most of tbem of the mercantile 
class, wlio were ruined by the restzklieBs of the Cmi- 
tinehtal System^ and aU waited anxiously a s^pialfor 
acnon. 

Another- internal fkction^ noways €tesirous of the 
return of the Bourbons, yet equdly inimical to the 
pbWer of Napoleon, concdsted of the old Repub- 
lican statesmen and leaders, with die more seakms 
part of their followers. These could not behold with 
indifference the whole fruits of tibe Revolution, for 
which so much misery had been endured, so much 
blood spitted, so many crimes committed, swept 
away by the rude hand of a despotae' soMiier. They 
saxv, with a ihixture of slmme and mortification, 
that the issue of all their toils wdd all th^r systems 
l^ad been themonstrous concoction of a military des- 
potism, compared with which every other govem- 
tueoi in Europe might be dedared liberal, except 
perhaps that of Turkey. During 1^ numaxdiy, 
, sb long represented as a system of slavery, piblic 
opinion had in the parliaments zealous advocates, 
and an opportunity of makin(^ itself known ; but in 
Imperial France all was mute, except the voice of 
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hind fiinctioiiariest piere tmmpeU of the gpy«^ 
ment, who breathed not « sound bat whiU was si^ 
gested to ihom. A sense of this d^mded conditifni 
united in secret all those who desired to aee a fim 
goremmeiit in France, and oqpecially sU(ch as had 
beeii active m the cqnunencement of the Bevoltttioiu 

, This jdass of poU^idana ooiUd not deore the re? 
turn of the family in whose exile th^ had been ;/ff^ 
^Yf, and had therefore f^uae ^ fear tl)e rerfctioQ ^ 
which ffock an &v&at n^t be att ended. ; b^^^fSf 
wished to ^g^ -rid.of N^qpokpn, whose gifvemB^^ 
aeemed to be alike inconsistent with. peace and wi)tb 
jUb^r^. The idea of a regency yiggei|tftd itself to 
^ouch^ and others^.as a plausible mode of attaining 
4beir purpose. Austria^ they thought* n%ht4>e prp^- 
pitiated by giving Maria Louisa the precede;^ Vf, 
Jhe council, of r^fency as guardian of her son^ wbp 
should succeed to the crown when he came toihenge 
of majority. This expedient, it wjfis thought, voul^ 
.|^ye an opportuniiy, in the meanwhile, to introdiiq^ 
free principles into the constitution* But^ while ifL 
does not appear how these theoriatsintaided to iS&Sr 
pose of Napoleon, it is certain that nothing but his 
dealh, captivity, or perpetual .exile, would have pre- 
vented scrch a man froih obtainii^ the fidl manage- 
ment of ar^ncy, in which his wife was to preside 
in the name of his son. 

, A great part of the population of Fi^anqe, without 
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^ii^cb, ilfttsr iittfilig iditdned iht o^nti^ t)fiae^ 

teg it tbihe xerengfe tf'faccnsrfSiitope. ¥?li©a 
Ac^ i^^re told that Bubni^pslrte eoiild ti6t he^ ^ 
'St vt^n B tiirbidbeii 13i]*btie, br ^wbar a HcroWn of 
li^bh the glory i»r^ climhiisleft, 1*t^ -#ttfe "^iH; •to 
toiiM^ hb^ dfteti it 'was Tiecesgiay that the -heit 
Hkidi^ FkiAteihbxM he ^xpend^a in ^^rimjl^i^e 
*6e'*tia'rt*totteg^thfe WHfiaticy^^rf other. They 
"i^iii'lCajpfoleoir a boU tind obstinatef man, cousciotis 
tiiP^il^g Glfi^bbinne.so^^y obstacles that he.t^dttM 
^ ^Aate tdiAtmt the existence bF any i»Mch tnigfat 
he 4iil8tttmtJtm«iiae. Ihey hishAA him dwtitiately 
d^^knd^eiih^&tA^^ defend etetylfcii^ 

y^iitiite eteijrdiiii^, triiihottt ikid:kg tteleaM isa<tti- 
^ftfeiio^ dirctttniBtantes, asifheWe'in hisro^ ^ttMk 
itid*i^dtotMif-ftfc^3LAwsWDesthiy, to -v^hidi thfe 
yhtteiiiiittree is ^tfl)J»c^^ Thefee'ttito Mtth^iTBi- 
^rfesdidn olP^the niW taxes, tfreiJ^hWni 'of 1*«-tieireon. 
6cH]^(m,'^^d'without fcnni^ ai^itb tfa^ mbdb 

^ i l i « h' *ll « i j ii. nwl i.. f! . ' ■ I . " i ; I. .» ■ , ^' I I 11 I r I ■■ ■ ■ I i iJM ^i l 

^|i^ ^ncve,; iji^n ^ .wbp]|B,;|Jie popu^tiQA is stated .to hfty«» on 
the contrary, increased. This may be the case ; but it is no less cer- 
tain that the wars of Buonaparte consumed^ at least a million of 

^^;tiiMc^i^t8^ftiidit'dbei^ii6t^(^^ th^ pbjfHilation'Qff a coon- 
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d«rifiMl, ^be^neaas of4ittafaMDglt'«MB'Cone tooc- 
eu^ ^ ImagimtiDli $ Slid Am «iaii]rM)£ilio«i^]M 
ifet?e at (tm s sort «f genad mdcontttatB, «hm ^ 
iMadk ^^iMmmhmi wkhi^ namilnMlcd ifiMibiMithir 
dP^ke T(^lkl8 i« UlM»*ali«ls. 

'fke^e^b^fifgs, T«!3^bit>Rreen jribflolo^iitstii^ 

g<tee«acli^tteflB o^erthediipoflitiiiii tox«riBtttb»l»> 
vttri^ of ^fe itmtigflr%irM€ii:BttO B » f H il ii liM i itdb»- 
eS on^ (^rtaki to teiidcfr thef#8r nftthnud ^iiong rt m 
k^hnspkiteia people mtiieJBieticli. :N»off«itw«» 
spatdl IO'4i«pl»l'Ai6^«¥Hllr]r, «iid«cite:tlMm:4Qit«^ 
sista&ce ; ^lepi^sies of thve«ph»l aadtlMfr^wcM^ 
dl Adopted the tone mggemdbf Ae igoffeaeammt^ 
andeaMkidfe{^otory<niel;<>nBei]i&BMMM, ^nrd^fisMe 
tTIhe couAtiy « Bat aMiougli, ki aome phtfea^ tk» 
peasakits weire induced to take wnm, die iiaftMmJit 
iarge Aowed a^Mtoesa, wkidftcn oi%>he«Doawl^ 
ea-*)r'%y Ike geneiral idea ^Tliiok prevaOad^iAa^ tlia 



iiy jnofoitfn aiidtr ia<|h,iarcinmtMW)ft% lU^e the growth of a tree 
tuf^^ectedio mu«h pn^i»« » »<^ ^^ ^*^* ^® general result would 
satisfy parents for the slaughter of their chUaren, any more thtti 
the sorrow of a mother Whe had lost her iriftint woteld brt^itia^ 
Dy*ilieiiifottMiti«iii<IWt, li«B Uttt-loor. 3rtif l*«Mdr hgd teen safely 
aiAi»ered«€«imi- 
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Emperor had an hanourable peace wiibiii hiit power, 
wkeiieyer he shoiiUt be dLsposed lo .accept of it. 

In tile meantime^ new burdena were neceiMary 
to p^r die expenses of the aiqproaching.eampaipiy 
and recruit the diminished ranks of the army. N». 
poleon, indeed, siipplied fieom his own hoards a siw 
of thirty millions of francs ; bul;, 9^ the same time, 
the pnblic takes of l&e 9uligect were increased by 
one m<nety,. wkbontaiqr appeal to> or consultatioii 
wkh, the Legislative Body, who, indeed, w&ce not 
^ittingat the tone. In a Council of State extraor* 
^liary, held on the 11th November, two days af> 
ter his return to Paris, Napoleon vindteated the in- 
iKction of this! heavy augmentation on a discontent- 
ed and distressed country. *^ In (updinary .tinges/ 
he said, ^^the contributions were calcfilated at one- 
ilfth. 0f the income of ike individual ; but, according 
to the urgency of events^ there was np reason why it 
ishduld not rise ita a fourth, a thirds, pr a, half of the 
-whudte ineome^ y In-.fact/'.he coilclu4ed^ ^Vtfae con* 
tribtttionhad no bounds.; imd if there wefe any laws 
intimating the contrary, they were ill-consideredlaws, 
and undeserving of attention.**' 
. I'here was then read to the Council a decree of 
^he Senate for a new conscription of three hundred 
thousand men, to be levied upon those who had es- 
caped the conscription of former years, and who had 
been considered as exempted from the service. Thece 
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was a deqp and mdancholjr aiknce. At length a 
oouBciUor sfcke^ with some heatatiim, though it was 
only to blame the introductory dause of the sena- 
toriid decree^ whidi stated the invasion of the fron- 
tiees as the cause of this Urge levy. It was« he sug^ 
gested^ a dedavatiim too much calculated ^o spread 
alarm. 

^' And whexefove,"^ said Napoleon, giving way to 
his natural vehanence, and indicating more strongly 
than .prudfioice wanranted^ the wariifce and vindictive 
purposes which exdnrively occupied hia breast,—^ 
'f wherefore should not the whole truth be tdd? Wel- 
lingtipn has entered the south ; the Russians menace 
the northern £ron^ ; the Prussians, Austrians, and 
Bavarians threaten the east* Shame ! — Wellington 
is in.France, and we have not risen in mass to drive 
lum back. All my allies have deserted me ; the Ba* 
Marians have betrayed me — They threw themselves 
on my.sear to cut off my retrett — ^But they have 
been slaughtered for their pains. Nopeace — nonetill 
we have burned Munich. A triumvirate is fiwmed 
in the north, the same which made a partition of 
Poland. I demand of France three hundred diou- 
HNsd menr—I will form a camp of a hundred thou- 
sand at Bourdeaux*-ttiether at Meti— -another at 
Lyons. With the present levy, and what remains 
4yf the last, I will have a million of men. But I 
-jarmst have grown men — not theie bey-omscripts, to 
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encuittber^be hc^q^iitab^ and -die ^fftdgue upon ike 
h^ways*— I oMi Fedkea ^m no soUiars now Mve 
those dtTrmeeiMtlf.'' 

** Ah, dire," «ftid one ^ 4ite MmiCaMni, ^gUd to 
throw in a suggestion whieh he sUf^Kifisd woidd nmit 
the mood of the time, ^' thi^ attciont ^Pxance aiwt 
remam to us inviolate.^ 

<^ And Hdiknd !"" answered Napokon, fiercely. 
^ Abandon Hoihmd ? socmer yield it back to dbe 
sea. Councillors, there must be an impulse ^m^^^ 
aU must march^— You are fathers of ftmilies, die 
heads of the nation ; it is fer you ao set the exam- 
|yle. Th^ speak of peac^e ; I hear of nothing but 
peace, when 'M anmud «hould echo to the cry of 
war." 

This was >6ne ^ ^ 0(xmon» on whieh Buooia- 
patters coliBtitmioBal yfi&hetoi0«iice ovevcamcins pdi* 
tical prudence. We might dmost dMk we hear -the 
voice 6f the-ScanAlnimn deily Tfaor, or the war* 
god^of MesAe^j ckmotous &r 'his viotilna^ land .4e«> 
tnandhig that thirjr \m unUennsbed, ^MidwDrAy 
b( Ms bloody altar. Mt BimMpavte was imdMe «6 
inspire others with his own martial Ml ; th^ xm\y 
foresaw ifl^ ihe nation mast,^ aoconfing-to' the m^ 
tern of itSTcder, eil0Dtmt«r<a most perilous dangn, 
^tMHOiat, ^vefi in-eftse ^ aoocess, wihen Napdeon 
reaped laut^s,'Fra»ce would only^gatiier cypress. 
TMs ifeehttg^as ^ofly prediMMiiant in thet!h«gtt- 
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cfiManates liovever reittotely 'fiom the people, has « 
zwtdnd iip6ta(3e to espouse their cause. 

It is -trtie, -that ^e Bmj^CTor feri %y feterjr^- 
eiMiim hi^Vk power, eiiSe&Tbuted to 4^t^ thhr 
pikirt #f "liiie^tatey^e oM^ tmie irhfeh fa^ Tetfdtn^ 
the least shadow bf ^po|ndar ifqireseiltatfoii, of et^* 
A^ flpproadUkig to ftedlom of ilebate or ri^t of 
Mi^Giistnmee, and \iy a recent act (df despotic fn- 
novation, had even robbed them ttf the -power ^ 
tihoosing^ thdr own -presid^M. He is .^tAA i3so to 
lifave exerted his atttSiority over inc&vidtfais Iqr A 
^nvCtice similar to that ptactiaied by James &e 9e- 
ccmd i:it>on toembers of flatlitovent, caB^ dhseHng^ 
al&nittitig individaab cMf the E^islativeBtidy topri* 
Yal» interviews, and condescending to ttsetoward-tbem 
tbaipersbnal intercession, which coming from a sove- 
teign, k is sod^ffidofo to rvsist. But these arts proved 
tmsnccessfbl, and only tended to cbow to the w6dd 
^at tite Legiriattve Body had independence enongh 
to intinrateithtir^Are Ifiw peace, while their mv^ 
rSgn was «ffll detetmitefed on war. A comnrission of 
five dfthehr lij^tfibers, distittgtdfiftied^Rr wisdmn and 
^ ri flfe ri M on, v^ ajrt>ofaiyfed to draiw up a tiepott npoli 
iJie'i^ate W the nafidte/wifidh they did in terins re- 
tipfettfifl to^^poleon,.btit such is phinly indicated 
flMi^iicti^n ftmtheWdtiMaCt'^elyto'dbMyntgtt^ 
hls^i^hetnte W'exte^ to ptnthase j^eace 
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by dificlamiiiig than, and at the same time to restore 
to the subject some degree of internal liberty. Thqr 
suggested^ that, in ordar to silence the complaints of 
the allied mcmarchs, which accused France of aiming 
at general sovereignty, the emperor should make a 
solemn and specific declaration, abjuring all such pur^ 
poses. They reminded him, that when Louis XIV. 
desired to restore energy to tbe,nati<»i, he acquainted 
them with the efforts he had made to obtian peace, and 
the effect answered his wishes. They recommend* 
ed the example to Napoleon. It was only necessary 
they said, that .the nation should be a8sui;ed, that tlie 
war was to be continued for the sole object of the in- 
dependence of the French people and territory, to re- 
animate public spirit, and induce all to concur in die 
general defence. After other arguments, tending to 
enforce the same advice, the report concluded with 
recommending that his Majesty should be suj^licated 
to maintain the active and constant execution of the 
laws, which preserve to Frenchmen the rights of liber^ 
ty, and securily both of person and property, and to 
the nation the free exercise of its political priyil^^es. 
Like the mute prince, who recovered his speech 
when his father's life was aidangered, the extremity 
of the national distress thus gave the power of re- 
monstrance to a ,puUic body, which had hitherto 
been only the passive agfESits of the will of a despo- 
tic sovereign* Yet comparing the na|ure of the re- 
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monfitrance with the period of extremity at which it 
was made, Napoleon must have felt somewhat in the 
situation of the patriarch of Uz, the friends of whose 
former prosperity came in the moment of his great- 
est Stresses with reproaches instead of assistance. 
The Legishitive Body had been at least silent and 
aoquiesoent during the wonderful period of Buona- 
parte^s success, and they now chose that of his ad- 
varsity to ^ve.him unpalatable advice, instead of 
aiding in this : emergency to inspire the. nation with 
confidence. A philosophical mcmarch would never- 
theless have regairded the quality of the course re* 
commended more than the irritating circumstances 
ijS time and manner in which it was given ; and 
would have endeavoured, by firank confidence and 
ccmcessions, to reconcile himself with the L^islative 
Body. An artfiil and Machiavelian depost would 
have temporised with the deputies, and yielded for the 
time, with the purpose of afterwards recovering, at a 
fitting period, whatever point he might at present be 
obliged to cede. But Ni^Ieon, too impetuous fi>r 
either policy or philosc^hy, gave way to the fiiU 
vehemence of a resentment^ which, though unrea- 
sonable and imprudent, was certainly, considering 
those to whom it was addressed, by no means un- 
natural. He determined instantly to prorogue the 
Assembly, which had indicated such symptoms of 
oppoffltion. Their hall was, therefore, shut agunst 
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th^ and yarded! m&b sfddters^ ^I^ the d^iutie&i 
sdKiinoned before tlie throne of the Empepdr, reecOr 
Ted'die feUowifig siugulw adsiomttoii :-^^^ I hav^ 
ptsohibited the jninting of your addreas^ becmi^e kk, 
geditious. EleTen parts of you aire good citizeii%bui 
the twdfih co&sidts of rebdfi^ aiiid your coinmls^n- 
erflrare of the number. Lame ooxcespoBda with the 
Prince Begent of > Enghiiid^ the others are hot* 
headed fook, desiroiiB of anarchy/ lihe the Qbaa* 
dim^ vhom such ojonions led to the scaffolds la 
it wheii tibe' etieny are m ihe fibnl&ers' that yoa 
demand; an altefiatiolt of the codstitcitroii ? Bothev 
felfow the example of Alsaoe and Fraoche Compif^^ 
where the inhabitants ask fbr Iteaders and arms to 
drive the in'niders back. Tou are not the repfeten- 
tatms of the people — ^you are only the represents^ 
tires of the individual departments . . . . ' Yet you 
seek in your address to draw a disdnctioQ betwixt 
the sovereign and the people. I — ^I am the only real 
represetft^tiTe of the people. Which of you could 
support such a burden ?-^The throne is merely a 
piece of wood covered with velvet. I — I alone hold 
the place of the people. If France desires another 
gpecies of constitution, which does not suit me, I will 
tell he^ to seek another monarch. It is at me th4 
enenvi^ aim, more than at France ; but are we, 
thetefore* to sacrifice a part of Prance ^ Do I not 
sfi^fice my sel^love, and my ibeltngs of mp&^iAfj^, 
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to^AxUAn peace ^ Tlmk 700 I spedcproudlf ? IS I 
do, I am proud beo8iue I bave coaiiaigey andlwcaBUfle 
Vt$mcB owes hex greudear to me. YtB^^^jpax ad- 
dr^st is unwoftlij ci tlie Legid^dre BcAj^ aitd^of 
net Bbgone to your homesi I wiU cttise jotm ad- 
dsesB ta be pobltshed in the Monbeur, with msuix 
tiotes as I fiftall fonufth* Even if IhaddoMrwiitHig^ 
you ought not to have reproaolied me vitb it th» 
pUtdicjy. ¥eopl& do not wash tiieir dirty Uaeh be- 
fore tbe worid. To oondade, Frioiee has more need 
of me than I have of !l?t«noe/^ 

Wii% this philHpiiS) which we have bat slif^ 
ly ciffiQpresEied} be spumed the membets of the Le- 
gislative Body ft^m his fA*e»eneer It di^fa^e in 
a remarkable degree hi^ nati»ral vehemence of tem- 
per; his view of the constitutioQ as^ a drama^ in 
w^ich he Med up every part, and perfbinoied at onee 
the part of the prtnee and of the peopie $ his ee»- 
seiousness of his own extraor^^ary pewers^ which 
he boldly weighed in the bakmee j^inst aM Fmnoe; 
and the coarse and mean taste of some of hJs eacptet- 
sions. The suspension of the Legiy^itive Body, the 
only part^ we repeat, of the Imperiid censtitiition 
which had the leasi pretence to a popular eaofffk) w^ 
not qu^fied to increase the oonfidence of the puUie^ 
who now saw want of umty betweeit theJSmpes^aBd 
the popular representatives^ added to the'other^hreat^ 
eningtntcumstaneeis c^thetimc^ and-beeameyeUnt^* 
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distracted in tbeir opinicms, and unwilUBg to exert 
themselves for the common jtefence. 

To give a more fayourable impulse to the miiid 
of the nation, Napoleon had recourse to an eiqpe* 
dient, whidi^ in the time of the RepubKc, had be^Di 
attended with imiversal effect. He s^it i^dal com- 
missioners, twenty-seven in numb^, into the diffe- 
rent departments, to arouse the dominant energies of 
the inhabitants, and induce th^n to take up arms. 
But die senators and c^inciUors, chosen for this 
purpose, were altogether void of the terriUe ener- 
gies of the Republican proconsuls ; and, though en- 
dowed like them' widi the most arbitrary powers, they 
had neither the furious zeal, nor the contempt of all 
the prejudices of humanity, i^hich had been'^splay- 
ed by those ferocious demt^ogues. Their mission, 
therefore, produced but little eflfect. .The conscrip- 
tion, too, failed to be the ready source of levies 
which it had so often proved. The lancet had been 
so often used, that the blood no longer followed it 
so readily. 

The unceasing activity of Napoleon laboured to 
supply these deficiencies. By day he was incessant- 
ly engaged in actively reviewing troops, inspecting 
jstores, and all the prepiurations for a desperate re- 
sistance. By night, the lights were seen to glim- 
mer late and long in the windows of his private 
apartment, in the upper story of the Tuilleries. He 
succeeded in levying twelve fresh regiments, and 
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inrepMDBd lo aMgeraH his f^ImIa CMe 

i«l|p 8ui^ from Ctriiwi^, :«A^<Mlg% chwpghl» 

The Moniteor, and the odwMwKgpquJM^ MijpttA 
fitd Om tocoM «f tte BtapererUesMioMiyileMribed 
ai!ii^ ill jreijcmi %hidb ba^ifo «ria*eB6e^ 
uprti Acf toy fefejfKW wlwhiTttJhrirtagill Fflwiid 
t»«n6fi, vhibi in £w^ sMtof Ihe jifeomm vatecL 
i»^itpatl^theei^fiitt«fdie Vttr« ij 

Qm iif the itimgest fyfli|>toflut «r M>f>oUta% 
oim eoatdidiKtt^t <>f'appraiiDlmig dn^er, wImJo* 
ciffliog out md ^SaH^giUkitk^raX Omhlkj^S Parity 
t^fbHe.Uk ^eh he ^iiuld^rn^hitfie ifpmhd^ fi^ni 
in the eate of the kst aedeMttjr.^ boft to: whidt he 
tiOKliBkhii68dfMigi^ toMnrisoc^^ rAiratffe^ 
hiwemr, Ait taqwclb anj^^mnt of eonfid^iMii in.idtt 
maed didsekbet <hiB i]ioiMlt» woidA tiff tor gbrptie^ 
<;Nliita|o tiie disaffnctieii whkk he 'dreided> he-M* 
lmum6i hiadepitftiM to the fiaotttieciijrtMinrQhng 
A)finttii^^ .of ; the fMduQtihb. KsKdsmk thm^ 
etitbe Tnfllttiieifif He iippeAidiiMf^cthahmdk 
^ftfimprefld iaBd:fan tnfti?ltdbi[^lpfldte»fo pft ii |u A 
IteBAMtbdcmrfibtemifbimdmiMed'thU 
tO(flRee him86l£jit ih^ head^ihui mmjfi, Yl^aMtm^ 
ted to the faith of the citizens of Paris, the securi^ 
of his capital, his wife, and his child. Whatever 

tmfWhu a^^t WjfMf 6ix(!ifaSiieA a^tw^ Na- 
VOL. 'Vin;' ''■-■'"' ^^ *^ ' 
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pokon^s political conduct, none were so ungenefpusf 
as to'vemember them at l^at moment Maifiy of d>e^ 
officers shared in the emotion which he testified, and 
some mingled their tears with those of the alarmed 
and sorrowii^ Emj^ress. 

' This sc^ie took place on the 2Sd of January ; oif 
the 25tH Napcdeon left that abode of royalty, to which 
he was doomed not to return until he had under- 
gcme strange changes of fortune. His mind wai^ 
agitated with unusual apprehensions and anticip»* 
tions of misfortune ; feeling also, what was unsus- 
pected by many, that the real danger of his situa-^ 
tion arose from the probability of the nation's wish^ 
ing to recs^ the- Bourbons. He had even, according 
to' his own account, resolved to arrest ^^ the person 
of a man of great infloDence^^^* whom he supposed 
most likely to promote this design. His counciU 
hnrs persuaded him to forbear this arbitrary action 
at a moment when his power was becoming daily 
move obnoxious, and reminded him that the SU9^ 
pected person had as much reason- to fear 'the tet^ 
stbration of the Bourbons as he himself hadi I'he 
Emperor yieldied the point, but riot without, strong! 
ly repeating his fears that his advisers and himself 
Would both have to Ti^nt of It ; and not witfaput 



. * Talleyrandlt intimiifd ; forFouch^ ta whom the dtterip^MM^ 
mkfjbt otherwiie h«f6 i^i^lied, was not at this time in or near Paris.- 



Digitized 



by Google 



NAPOLEON BUmlAFAHTE. 96 

charging Cambaceres to make sure of that indivi- 
dual's person, in case any crisis should take place in 
the capital. 

Thus, full of melancholy presages, he hastened to 
the field, where he had but inadequate means to op^ 
pose to the accumulated force which was now preci-* 
pitating itself upon France* 
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CHAPTER 11. 

Declaration of the Views of the Allies in entering. France,"-^ 
They enter Switzerland^ dnd take possession of Geneva.^^ 
Prince Schwartzenberg crosses the Bhine.^—Apathy of the 
French. — Junction of Blucher with the Grand Army. — 
Proceedings of the Crown Prince of Sweden,'^- Tardiness of 
the AUies,^^Inferiority of NapoleorCs numerical Force.'^ 
Beatles qfBrienne—andLa RotlUere.'^DifficuUies ofBuo^ 
wqMrtCi during which he meditates to resign the Crown.-^ 
He makes a successful Attack on the Silesian Army at 
Champeaubert.-^Blucher is compelled to retreat. — The 
Grand Army of the Allies carries Nogent and Montereau—^ 
attacked by Napoleon^ and Schwartzenberg sends him a 
Letter of B^monstrance* — Montereau is taken by Storm.---^ 
Buonaparte^ s violence to his Generals.* — The Austrians re- 
solve on a general Retreat^ as far as Nancy and Langres* 
— Their motives. — Consequent indignation and excesses qf 
the Austrian Troops. — Answer of Napoleon to the Letter of 
Prince Schwartzenberg. — Prince Wenceslaus sent to Buo* 
napart^s head^-quartersy to treat for an Artmstice.^^ The 
French bombard and enter Troyes on 2Sd February .^Exe^ 
cution of Goualt, a Royalist. — A Decree of Death is dc' 
nounced against all wearing the Bourbon emblems, and all 
Emigrants who should join the Allies. — Retrospect ofMove^ 
ments upon Hie Frontiers. 

It was time thaft Buonaparte should appear in 
the field in person, for the eastern firontiers of his 
empire, assaulted on every point, were yielding an 
almost unresisted entrance to the invading armies. 
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The AUied SoYCfrigns iMid wmmmteA Ack opmi* 
tioas upon a system^ §s moder^ie imd f^dtnl ip • 
IKditicdl poittt of Ttew/aa il mm hol4 md d^oiflmi 
com^der^d under » nUitwry ifcfifcrt> 

Tbqr had no^ heen Wo «ilMh ^led hy ibe sw- 
ceowfiof tliel^Qfmpatgiiu These had been boiigbli 
at aUgh prkae^ and ei^^lahad dniwii, ihiyt if Napp^ 
Imm could he c^ii^ed atid defeated* i( ^eoidd eidyh^ 
b]f euteianbcanghiByfitotaii m9ie$, ^d af^cnnmlat- 
id[« flMcb for<e agabsl him a« ei»ii hia skill and U«t 
laiiteabMldJodimHtfitBde^. TheyeaeeUeated^iilfiQ^ 
fte db|ierate effinrts of vhieh Fianee and Fwidi^ 
men were capable, and were pnidendy deffWPia t«t 
^9fmi& ibfi looderatioii of thahr fujipaia wweh a 
fonu as Aottld hare bo cban^ ctf beijag miataketi. 

Their manifest dia^^^biuaed the iiiileBlioii of die- 
tal9)g la FiM^)e a»y paai^eHlar form of goi^enmeiMu 
Xhey only de^red that she ahodd raoawi within the 
Imits of hw aoci^^ijb t^erritory, a peaoeful memhex of 
Ike Bmnqpei^ eomiMnwealth^aUof^ng to ether 9Me$m 
as well as elaiming for herself, the fiill immunities of 
fio^om. and independence. The AUied £ove?eigtia 
desired that thc^re riiould he an ^id put to the sys* 
tem nlhiiih decided the fate of kingdoms, not accord- 
ing to the hetl$a^righ|» but the Jonge^sword» They 
wished a total supinression of all domination of the 
powerful m& the weak ; of all pretext of usurpation 
founded on. alleged natural houndaideit, or, in other 
words, Qd the claim of a powerful ^tate to r^d from 
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a we^k <me whftteva* suited its copvenience to possoia 
In a word, they aimed at the testoration of the Ba- 
lance of Power, which had been long the politica) 
object of the wisest statesman in Eiffope. It is singuv 
lar, that the three nations who were now united to 
oppose the aggressions of Buon^^rte, had them-f* 
selves been the first to set the example of yiolent 
and unprincipled spoliation in the partition of Po- 
land ; and that they had reaped an abundant pu-^ 
nifiihment in the measure of retribution dealt to them 
by the instrumentality of the very man, whose law- 
less outrages they, in their turn, were now combined 
^chastise, 

Wi A respe^ to the nature of the changes which? 
might take place in the internal arrangements of 
France, in order to bring about the restoration of the 
balance of power, the allied monarchs professed them^ 
selves indiiferent. If Napoleon should reconcile him- 
self to the general pacification they proposed, they 
did not pretend any right to state objections to his 
remaining in authority. It was the military system 
of usurpation, not the person of Buonaparte, against 
which they made war. If, on the other hand, France 
could not return to a state of peace without a change 
of her ruler, it was^o? France herself to consider 
what that change should be. The Allied Sovereigns 
were determined she should no longer work her un-» 
controlled will upon other states ; but they left her 
at full liberty to adopt wl^t government, and what 
sovereign she pleased, within her own territories. 
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At'Ckc same time bftTiiig' limited the pnrpUe of 

tlieir amamcnt to nich a Just and modiste dfoet,. 

tbe Billet resblired to pot Budi aetiTity in Aeir met** 

sjiurea as to satisfy the French that thejr had die power' 

^ enhrcing dietr demaadjB ; and finr liiat purpoae. 

they detenained to enter the ftontier. From Bade 

to Mentz/from MeniM to the month of die Wa^ 

the frontier of France and Belgimais deftnded by 

die Bhiney a strong natarallxmndary in itadf. Mid 

•eoVeied hj a triple row of an hundred and fbvtj. 

fortresses, some of them c^ the very first dns^ 

Above Bade, .where the Bhine divides France &om 

Switzerlandi the frontier is more ^cessible. • But ditb 

dns upper line could not be acted upon witlmt ik^' 

kting the neutrality wIhx^ Switaerland had asseirtedy 

whkh Buonaparte had advsitted as affording prolfe-« 

don for the weakest part ef the threatened frontier; 

and which) upon 4lieir own principle of respecting 

the rights of neutrals, the allies were und^ a sort 

of necessity of acknowledging. Nevertheless, the 

extreme facility of entering France on tins^sidey led 

Austria and Prussia to form the wish to set aaide 

scruples, and disregard the neutrality of Switiierw 

land. ^ 

These two powers rememb^ed how little respect 

Napoleon had shown to neutral rights in the cam^ 

paign of Ulm, when he marched without hesttAtkm 

through the Prussian territwies of Anspach And 

Bareuth, in order to accomplish the demolition of 

the Austrian army ; nor did they fail to quote his 
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fbrcibki im^sAxetioe m Ithe mBkiak o£ iim Cukntik of 
$»b|tolaiid>«fcan«ueliiBr poriodof hia hiiterjr* Bin** 
m 4id Bcfe; fisr 9<Hiia4niii «oqtte8C0 ih :^^ 
fanl wheti aoiie plinnfaie grouoAi -Mte aH^od^ 
toeai^ff cfiitridify on dio fUHt of tfa^ Swktv tU^ 
8fte«{ie8 of Alezaodev wmt mnovfid ; and itiimsifw 
$Afaefl thitt tlie Aiistr»iiOwttid Aitty dmaiddlarayeratf 
t|ie SMatJtaritoEjp&r the pinpoto of entering ibrainoo. 
TiwyUfed ^fite<^A(nai^ai4took|M8searf<^ 
t^ tote^ Qfc iBtlur k ^te jarided io t^lqrilke 
cttiBbii& 

'Ilio£lcbton.^^Bc9%id8o, wMdi Tewil^aoiiie 
akd»latii8. iiiiido% ^Nepofemi to tbi pn^iidktt'of 
tlmr ieodflSrclauiis ^aon tlte Pa^-de Vaiid^ reotirad 
ibeiUHftriiHiaiiafcJMUtinndbslni^ Bii^ 

naparty, yi ihifc ttmaiififcafawa^ imaai^rsbameQAy ufon 
tW iignstioe Jdf d&algtiasauHi t^Mh the texntoaiea 
of lihe Smsa*. Undoiditedfy die tnaavactiim "ma df 
a.^Mstifibable cliaiafiter; but at vaa inoonaiitteat in 
Niipcdaoti io dediim ^i^iliab it^ auice> in l^-ewe of 
die aitet of dioDttke d'Bai^ii, I^t had laid h 
ibim aa^natioaal kli> tiM the imkfcite of the tafrir 
togr of Siiden waa an offence jdjoadablo fa^ no^olher 
than the sovereign of that territory* On his ova 
ifistiix^ tbi^re&lro^it iraa iMOO^aeteQt ia aa^ ^iher 
n§Aork lo v^mU w behalf of die SFias^ tbkt whieh 
the B<#i«adid not r^teiftl fi» tibnunllyes, 

U^ dite iil^ Dfioewbeff^ Mfiles^al Prinee 
fohMftMiAerg.f^Qta^ the Bhine vidi the Ansti^ 
$my i^^our ipoiotef, and adYa^ced upon Iiaiigi^, 
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AiNftriMi pMiuKnaorH^ l^qftUg aia^yg itm imm», m« 
qu^ to.ifoittMfiea iritkoNfe fMMW» mA fintiw 

* SMi S^teDibir^iUjiot aoiMiitt'tbe HM^Jmh? 
ary 1814.* A serious intentioQjhllifawi im'mmt^^m 

^Bm a|i|«9ach of itlM /taVMixmfi JMbmiiiii^^ 

«fMiittfld bjr dl die £MBoh tSMfs, 4^viiiii lAwrt 

fiiidtjro^ihel^lh. A dbrildoQ ^ Ite 4iiitlmiM 
iw^ imitiefBaldy ttdvunood to X^joi; 

fiiyauttalldi fiEom the flBowUigi^ifcwwiti^ :«*^I>ij$N»» 
4uittmiaiifid by a/flyinig^pai^ -jbf catwtkft «f UutomI for 
aiisMt, tkftft a town f^fnlMBirtg ^rt()r ihouimd w? 

teen hussars^ but that if a respectable fim»'i^^^«i* 
ediwfcpo iH wallN tfaqi itaWToai^itO'fpiw up the 
i;;/9a ^f tlMW dly. Tbii r^i»oiiaU# r«4u9«t w#9 
joiupplitd^iriih^ a«id S^oii aattendfr^d OH lO^i Jih 
nitftry. 

The ctt|r (tf l^fws, the secoikd iin tho oiopivei 
had^ka^ nearij falkn i«tjo the hmda of ^t Ana* 
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trians ; but the inhabitaats showed « diflpodtiM to 
defend die town, and b^ng r^nforced with troope 
sent to eeciure a place of such importance, the Aus- 
teiang^ieial Bubna reaped firom under its walk. 
It is allowed, that more activity on the part of the 
allies might have saved diis r^ulse, which was of 
consideraUe importance. It was the only one whidi 
diey had yet sustained. 

While the Grand Army, under Schwartsenberg, 
was thus advancing into France, the army of Si^ 
lesia, which was the name giv^ to that ounmand* 
ed by the veteran Blucher, cimsisting, as formerly, 
of Prussians and Russians, had made equal pro^ 
gress, though against greater resistance and more 
difficulties. His army advanced in four columns, 
or grand- ^visions, blockading the strong frontier 
fortresses of Mets, Sarre-Louis, Thipnville, Luxem*^ 
foourg, and others, passing the defiles of die Vosges, 
and [mshing forwMrd to Joinville, Vitry, and Saint 
Dizier. The Army of Silesia was thus placed in com- 
munication with the Grand Army, the advanced di* 
visions of which had penetrated as fur into France 
as Bar-sur-Aube. 

There was yet a third army of the allies, called 
that of the North of Europe. It was originally 
commanded by the Prince Royal of Sweden, and 
consisted of Swedes, Russians, and Germans. But 
the Crown Prince, whose assistance had been of 
such material consequence during the campaign of 



Digitized 



by Google 



KAPOLE0K BVOKAPARTE. 43 

1016, iiA not, it Af^ears, take an active sbne in 
ibatcff 1814. There maybavebeMi two x^wons/ 
and weightjr ones, for tbis inaetivity. To assist in 
driTing the Frencli out ci Germaiyy, seemed a dnty 
wklch the Prinoe of Sweden could not, as sudi, de-i 
^tie, when the #elfaito of Sweden demanded it. But 
an inTasion of his native soil might seem to Berna- 
^tte a service udpleasing and unpopular in itoelf,^ 
alid in which he could not be so rightfully engaged, 
at least while the freedom of Grermany and the north 
open^ another fiekl of exerti<His, where his military 
eflbrts could be e^ttended with no injury to his per- 
sonal feelings. Denmaric was i»till in arm^, and Da- 
voi»t stUl held out at Uamborg ; and the pies^ioe 
of the Swedish army and its leader was necessary 
to subdue the o^e^ and «lear the north from the 
other. It innst also be remembered, that Sweden, 
a poor kingdom, was not in a condition to sustain a 
war at a great distance horn its frontier, and arismg 
out of causes in which it was more remotdy conceni^ 
ed. Her armies could not be recruited with the same 
ease as those of the greater powers ; and Bemadotte, 
therefore, rather chose to incur the censure of be^ 
ing supposed coM in the cause of his confederates, 
than the risk of losing the only body of troops which 
Sweden bad been aide to fit out, and upon presa^ 
ving whidi his throne jHrobably depended The AL 
lied Sovereigns, howevar> directed, ihat while the 
Prown Frince remained in the north, a part of the 
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Biiarian andPeusttaB iaarpt> who w«9re ptoCfiA Wcbr 
im cmnmmAf ibmU k^ oniei«4 to nuMb low^idfi 
KEasm» fi>r the {mrpoae of angmoii^g tiit foM» 
nAidiiiliegriabeadgr |m«06ML i» iiflttMicI wd S^- 
gmm. fl lie Cmm ,£riM» )uKviiig» lif > alf^rl j^m 
milk B^iauakf i»W9sSkA fSM p^w^ io^ jidi up^ 

coottiiiie Ae megt tof Hamburgh m^ jidyuPDe^ Mb 

tbcr^ bid Ineii^GifiBated Al^Mtamft b^ fi^oral Bidov 
aad) & TbiMMt jQt)tt]iw&^ Md iibiipug^ Ai» Fisiidk 

Hdiasdttie^ temfmsideridjia Ubv^iiL Gmivttlk 
WinseiigeMdo^ aiibedboul.flf tbo ^^NdBim tiiK)p6» 
iMid'^die Siiiwi^^ -uDdflT ThHfaiira» bmgttfie mtf^ 
detMike4 <» shoiiMaeiitkiMd^ fi»m. I^>iimi)r of the 
)l0idr«)f i&ennuqr, aqoa JttudMd tb^ Lew Cpuii^ 

€lnMHd 19b TboniMi fitthiiiii, v^ ftbefisglisbajMl 
^mobMf aiifl wkh iudiJ^iildiiMd Fkiittab Jtr<mpa ai 
coiildibeiooHeoted) wm Ieft;t»bioc]|«de B^E^fn^p^ 
iSoi«k)«id cAidrwetp, mbiis^ SttW loid Winci^ge* 
ifide^eoe^ Kbt^itQienttr fnm» w Ihe lunrttHim 
fiDOBlkr: And ( Aw» )ia tbe houc of inettd, (irbi^ 
fioAiif«ilerw£tidirmqrmd^^k»y^^iim»ita ^ 
toltht^ dtany^ Sflaiift itt<)er Wudber. Tbey pittb* 
edon ar£ir a$ QLmd. 
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«lftG<MU^n?^^^( oaflVGkpclils wfaire die Ficndi 

radng nmnbers o£ the iiiTadara. The peopj(fui£t)iiD 
ipypNitry ut^eoind niMiw w^lciMaaflfl^wte t)p ^ a id >die 
ibIMa InMMflMM:il»]r.w^»nomtfff&dim 

^^#N,*tibqr ^coflQli^rod Jifaipqiwf jresirttii w jttofihfit* 

^ft^jferitrwicrflwig 4rQ0{iJk9 jon^.%hmtidicMr«i|e 

^t^iaji fmigvMibiiit a e w i M Mj ]^^ id^fcifdbiM^ .Tile 
^mike9 0S Itoe imgntar ^rci^Hi WKm^i^trnmatp la- 

iMpi»liK}^:i»j<friMi^ manjirailni sdbtfKfcfiUnodie 
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quarters to be prepared ; and thus aired the inhabi- 
tants into aopiiesoence in their' demands. Th^ are 
not reported to have been cruel, unless when pro«- 
-Yoked, but were not in general able to resist tempta^ 
tions to plunder. The excursions of these and other 
light troops were of coure cUstaressing to the French 
territory. 

On the other hand, in two or three eatfes, annei 
eitiasens in the towns, mimmoned by small parties of 
the allies, fired upon flags of truce, and thus justified 
•serere reprisalsl It was said to be by Buom^mrte^s 
strict orders that sudi acticms were cbnnikitted, the 
purpose being, if possible, to excite deadfy hatred be- 
twixt the French andtheallies. -Indeed, in thereverse 
•of thedrcumstances, in which eachhad fi)rmetfy stood, 
Napoleon and the Austrian generals seemed to have 
exchanged sjrstent and sentiments. He now, as the 
Ardbduke Clwrles did in 1809, cdled ovAes^fety peai^ 
isett'to arms ; while Schwaitaenberg, hk0 Ni^oleeu «t 
*liiat eailier period, daMicoced threats ofniilita^ e^- 
-eotion, widicHit inax^ or quarter, ilo every/rnstic^whiE^ 
«boaU obey the auBomoni* ' Tb0 itbpsirtiii^ l^tteidan 
;aBttst proelaim, in d^ one ease as in the otiM*,' tbut 
Aedalyof resistance in the deAmee ef 'ourdatiif 6 
couiitry, does not d^iend on Ae ciiaraoter o^tf man^s 
-weapons, or the i colour of bis coat ; 4ind that 1^ 
-armed citiaen is. entided, equally with Ae reg«dar 
soldier, to the benefit of the laws of war, so long as 
he does not himself violate them. But firom these 
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Vftrkms eatistS) it vas phdn tluM; the pratebt oiMithj 
of the Fr^ch people was only temporary ^-ttid that 
some, sadden amd imforseeii canse was not unlikdj 
to roose so sendtiye and liigh-qHrited a people into 
a state of general resistance, by which the allies 
oonld not fidl to be great sufiferers. B^ricUty in their 
movements was die most obvious remedy agwast 
such a danger ; but this was the military quality 
Itast proper to coalitiioss, where many people must 
be coBsiilted ; and^ besides, was inconsistent with the 
weU-^kncMrh habits.of the Germans^ but e^edally of 
dbe Austrians. 

It se^ns also, that the alHes, hayii^. safidy form- 
ed an ahnort complete milhary.Hne fifom Xangies 
to CfaaloBSt found themsehes at. some loss how 
to use thdjT advantages. Nothing could be better 
ffituated tiwn their present jwsition, &r sudi a da^ 
ring ^teqarise . as was now teRnedaiETourroupon 
Paris ;;and as all the« high roads,' depactiag.finm 
^ranoiis points of the extensive lhie.Khidi they^lidd^ 
. «ionvetg#di«Ei the capilal as a commcai oentee^ ulnk 
thetanrns sadviQagas.lhMiigii which rdiesesoads 
paspodylallfdeA.an.. aia|jb«. supply of 
this march might have been accomplished • 
w9itboiit;^{ptttbn,, but Jmt* the . tar^ nkihreu«Ats of 
tfaetaanwd Anwjr* /The seal ifesfaaeis of (Napalson 
Jmdibeen dii^gnissdtby.&e.notiy>aadtfiiTBgBiisl^^ 
rustkQunS' qpioemnghis|nef«KatUiiK ;; andamw idien 
iSoB allies learned that sndi kn epjiortniiity hadesns^ 
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fisi.lK; cfasrML.bjrJi senn «f UoiBity MbfaM. la 
tImeibesUteii Cttii|U i^oi dhguttefima diesMidvei 
diiifWMibiHtjiiof ^ir wRiYiBg ierme cbtecksf «ul 
liadbr tlpii mgfi^heummAaf faf^pnl to dfdoii&ti» th^ 
iBMN^Qicmif soldi « defeat^ recbived^in ^d» tmtm 
^iilir^Ei^ t& that wUoh dU)r ImkI s^flbjwdiiiiieiiilw 
mdb o£ JQ^Rfsto. TUore ml . lieDe no. ^n^indiU 
«ciieaiL«£nMntaiiB to«e(xtfeAfeifntieJt^iiort»B^ 
|nfi&B»^ dkdc)aa§«^piilsriBg jUHfijr^ iff» the base 
of Vandanmie^ and turning a defeat JataLJit vkbtcnjr; 
TheftiUbmr pdiidti xhxiy hm3L {>aMidd win pemlraied, 
tnl nbdued^-i^fta fo^tlcBiisB^ so ibroBg aadmlBiaiMiB^ 
wtub kivjllie>9nattt portHMidBM) not takeft«*«HKi that 
tteEiIretbeiitiupos didJthine mitdt beexpetttd to di 
49b dai%as inbident ta pMm^ in dboraUt lhtaii|^ 
oocpmBtrf >i6€an[^ktatKM»es£aon c£.th£wmlsjfi - . . 
ri:o0ei|Bi^>qo&npibt of *%fir ssMokk agrfajupomdEft- 
4fahHfa(3ntta^itioid aiiieasims. In. Iibis sttni» jSolowni 
sli^ thDtiki dieiiiinillatvKU dF Aonniielbilb^ ^nmiB 
dMBl^r Mttedbqf «hdlr tin tepe^ ettteicte^ kF mt ^6 
«mt'«0|i8^^'^ ^flfip'suri f0 JiaiTft tUe hppbobaUmaa^ 

^ AwMfdiBg^ - tfaisr ispwit^ }*ttJbi M«atif^ . m Ifae 
< odaijiii of tto ditas$ lad: tn^'a degt^oa-alf iiaeeiiami|r 
Sttt j< i i p Br >ittoJMBie^la>ro;)fftiif nliweii^s loadM&ari, 
ndfiib$nn:ir> H8«aljj ■ Mtwinniifcil. itai ^diigmMKrcitorif 
-^Biiaifidfe jginsit 0f pradeBfam Tbey midhFMk tkbt 
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the Grand Army should halt a short space at Lan^. 
gres, in hopes eidier that Napoleon, renewing A» 
negotiation, the scene of which was now to be trans- 
feired to Chatillon, upon the Seine, would arert 
his present danger, by acquiescing in the terms of 
the allies ; or that the French nation, an event still 
less likely to happen, would become tired of the mi-^ 
litary monarch, whose ambition had brought such 
distress upon the country. In the meanwhile, the 
allies declined the offers of such Royalists as came 
forward in the name, and for the interest of the ex- 
iled family, uniformly replying, that they would give 
no weight to any expression of the sentiments of the 
Rrench peojde, unless it was made in some quarter 
of the kingdom where it could not be suiqx>8ed to be 
influenced by the presence of the allied army. They 
trusted chiefly at that moment to the effect of nq;o- 
tiation with the present possessor of the throne. 

But Napoleon, as firmly determined in his purpose 
as the allies were doubtful, knowing himself to be the 
soul of his army, and absolute lord of his own ac* 
tions, felt all the advantage which a bold, active, and 
aUe swordsman has in encounterii^ an oj^nenty 
whose skill is less distinguished, and whose determi*- 
nation is more flexible than his own. The allies had 
presented in the Grand Army a front of 97>000m«i9 
MareschiA Blucher one of 40,000, affording a dispo* 
sable force of 137^000. To oppoee this the French 

VOL. VIII. J> 
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Emperor had oidy,of old taroops, indep^deoat of Ihose 
ander Suehet in Catalonia, imder Soult near Bay- 
oBae, and also of garrisons, about SO,O0OBien ; nor 
^iild be bope to add to tbem more tban 'JOfQOO 
conseripts. Nay, in feet his levies, so fistr as they 
oould be brought into the field, fell greatly short 
of this numb^ ; for the allies were in possession of 
a comoderaUe pail; of the Mngdom of Frmce, and, 
in this moment of general confusion, it was im- 
pcMssiUe to enforce the law of conscription, which was 
at all times obnoxious. It was soon proved, that be 
who so latefy h^ led half-a-milhon of men to the 
Vistula, and 300,000 to the banks of the Elbe^ 
c6tild not now muster, for the pk^oteclion of the ett- 
pital of his own empire, a diqiosabk force of more 
than 70,000 men. 

The defensive war had no doubt eonsideriMe ad^ 
vantages to one who knew so well how to use them. 
Th(p highways, by which the allies must advance, 
formed a half or queorter circle of rays, convergii^ 
as already mentioned. On Paris as a centre. A much 
smaller army mighi, therefore, oppose a large one, 
because^ lyii^g between Paris and the enemy, diey 
must ooctipy the same roada by a much shwter line 
of commnttici^tion dian the invadets who were fap- 
th^ &fM the centre, w^here the roads diverged to a 
greater distance from each other. With this advan- 
tage of collocation to balance A great inferiority in 
numerical force, Buonapaprte advanced to play for the 
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iBost momeBtout stake ever disputed, whh a d^ree 
of military skill which has never been matehed. 

Arrived at Chalons on the 26th jMiuary, Buona- 
parte took the command of such an army as he had 
been able to assemble^ by the concentration of the 
troops under the Mareschals Victor, Marmcmt, Mac- 
dimald, and Ney, all of whom had retreated from 
the £rcMDtter. So much were the French corps d^ar* 
m6e reduced, that diese great and distinguished 
generals, who, in former times, would have c<mi- 
manded 60,000 or 70,000 men each, had under 
them all, when coneentrated, but a total of 58,000, 
to which Napoleon was only able to add about 
20,000 hroi^t from Paris. But no one ever un- 
derstood better than Buonaparte, the great military 
doctrine, that victory does not depend on the com- 
parative result of numerical superiority in general, 
but on die art of oltodning such a superiority on the 
field of action itsel£ 

Blucber was, as usual, the foremost in advance^ 
and Ni^ideim resolved td besto^w on this active amd 
inveterate enany, the terrible hcmour of his first i^ 
tack, hoping to surprise the Simian (s(jitpB d^topm^e be^ 
Me it could receive suceom from the army of S^hwart- 
coiberg. The Mareschal was apprised of the Ernpe*- 
roc's purpcBe, and lost nd time in cone^itratang his 
fiirces at Brienne, on the Aube, fourteen miles be^ 
low Bar. This is a small viMagei seated on the 
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ascent of a hill. The place has but two streets, one 
of which ascends to the Chateau, occupied former- 
ly as a Royal Academy for young persons designed 
for the army ; the other conducts to Arcis-sur-P Aube. 
The Chateau is partly surrounded by a park or chase. 
It was at the military school of Brienne that Napoleon 
acquired the rudiments of that skill in the military 
art with which he had almost prostrated the world, and 
had ended by placing it in array against him ; and 
it was here he came to commence what seemed his last 
series of efforts for victory ; — like some animals of 
the chase, who, when hard pressed by the hunters, 
are said to direct their final attempts at escape upon 
the ppint fhnn which they have first started. 

The alert movements of Napoleon surpassed the 
anticipation of Blucher. He was at table with his 
staff in the Chateau. General Alsufieff, d, Russian, 
occupied the town of Brienne, and General Sacken's 
corps was drawn up in columns, on the road from Bri- 
enne to La Rothiere. At once a horrible tumult was 
heard.r The Russian cavalry, two thousand in num- 
ber, were completely driven in by those of Napoleon, 
and at the, same moment Ney attacked the town ; 
while a body of French grenadiers, who, fovoured by 
the wooded and broken character of the ground, had 
been enabled to get into the park, threatened to make 
prisoners all who were in the Chateau. Blucher, with 
his officers, had barely time to reach a postern. 
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where they were unda* the neoewily of leading their 
horses down a stair, and in that way made their 
escape with difficulty. The bold resistance of Al- 
sufiefP defended the town against Ney, and Sacken 
advanced to AlsufieflPs assistance. The Cossacks 
also fell on the rear of the French in the park, and 
Buonaparte's own safety was compromised in the me- 
lee. Men were killed by his side, and he was obliged 
to draw his sword in his own defence. At the very 
moment of attack, his, attention was engaged by the 
sight of a tree, which he recollected to be the 
same under which, during the hours of recreaticm 
at Brienne, he used, when a school-b(^, to peruse 
the Jerusalem Delivered of Tasso. If the curtain 
of fate had risen before the obscure youth, and dis* 
covered to him in the same spot, his own image as 
Emperor of France, contendii^ against the Scy- 
thians of the desert for life and power, how wonder- 
fid would have seemed the presage, when the mere 
concurrence of circumstances strikes the mind of 
those who look back upon it with awful veneration 
for the hidden ways of providence ! Lefebvre Des- 
nouettes fell, dangerously wounded, in chargmg at 
the head of the guards. The town caught fixe, 
and was burned to the ground ; but it was not until 
eleven at night that the Silesian army ceased to 
make effiorts for recovering the place, and that Blu- 
eher, retreating from Brienne, took up a position in 
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the remr of that town, and upon that of La Ao- 
thiere. 

The resuk of the battle of Brienne was indecisive, 
and the more tmsatisfactory to Buonaparte, as the 
part of Blucher^s force engi^ed did not amount to 
20,000 men, and the sole advantage gained over 
Aem, was that of keeping the field of battle. Nf^o^ 
leon^s principal object, which was to divide Blucher 
from the Grand Army, had altogether failed* It was 
necessary, however, tp proclaim the engagement as 
a victory, and much pains was tidken to represent it 
as such. But when it was afterwards discovered to 
be merely a smart skirmish, without any material re^ 
suits, the temporary deception only served to injure 
the cause of Napoleon. 

On the first of February, Blucher, strongly rein- 
fin^ced from the Grand Army, prepared in his turn 
to assume the ofPensive. It would have been Na- 
poleon^ wish to have avoided an engagement ; but a 
retreat across the Aube, by the tmdge of L^Esmont, 
which was the only mode of passing that deep and 
scarce fisrdable river, would have exposed his rear to 
destruction. He therefinre risked a general action. 
31ucher attadced the Une of the Frendi (m three 
points, assaulting at once the villages of La Ro- 
thiere, Dienville, and Chaumont. The conflict, 
in which the Prince Royal of Wirtemberg distin- 
guished himself, was hard fought durii^ the whole 



Digitized 



by Google 



NAPOLEON BirONAPARTE. 55 

dij) but in die eyening the French weie remised 
on all points^ and Buonaparte was conqpelled to 
retreat across the Aube, after losing 4000 pnscmersy 
and no less ihan seyanty-three guns. Ney, by the 
Emperor^s orders, destn^ed the Inidge at l*£s«> 
mont. The allies were not aware of the amount of 
thdr advantage, and suffiared die French to retire 
unmolested. 

A general council of war, hdd at the castle of 
Brienne, now resdved that the two armies (aldioug^ 
haying so lately found the advantage of mutuid sup- 
port) should separate from each other, and that Bhi- 
dier, detaching himself to the northward, and uni- 
ting under his command the division of Yordc and 
Eleist, both of whom had occupied St. Diaier and 
Vitry, should approach Paris by ihe M ame ; while 
Prince Schwartzenberg knd the Grand Army should 
descend on the capital by the course of the Seine. 
The difficulty of finding provisions for such immaue 
armies was doubtless in p»rt the cause of this reso* 
lution. But it was likewise recommended by the 
success of a similar plan of operations at Dresden^ 
imd afterwards at Leipsic, where the enemieaof Buo 
naparte approadied him from so many different quar- 
ters as to render it impossible for hiiii to make head 
against one army without giying great opportuniQr 
of advantage to the others* 

Buonaparte reached Troyes, <hi which he retreat* 
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ed after croesing the Aube, in a disastrous condi- 
tion; but his junction ^th his Old Guards whose 
appearance and high state of appointments restored 
courage to the dejected troops who had been beaten 
at La Rothiere, gave a new impulse to the feelings 
of his army, and restored the young levies to con- 
fidence. He resolved, taking advantage of the divi- 
sionof the two armiesof the allies, to march upon that 
of Blucher. But, in order to disguise his purpose, he 
first sent a small division upon Bar-la-Seine, to alarm 
the Austrians with an attack upon their right wing. 
Schwartaenberg immediately apprehended that Bua.> 
naparte was about to move with his whole force in 
that direction; a movement which, in fact would have 
been most favourable for the allies, since it would 
have left the road to Paris undefended, and open to 
the whole. But, terrified by the idea that bis left 
flank might be turned or forced, the Austrian general 
moved his chief strength in that direction ; thus at 
once suspending his meditated march on the Seine, 
and increasing the distance betwixt the Grand Army 
and that of Silesia. Buonaparte having deceived 
Schwarteenberg by this successful feint, evacuated 
Trayes, leaving the Mareschals Victor and Oudinot 
to oppose the Austrians with very inadequate means, 
while he directed his own march against Blucher. 

Blucher, in the meanwhile, having left Napoleon 
in front of the Grand Army, and not doubting that 
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die Austrians would find him suffldent emjdoy- 
ment, hunied forward to the Mame, forced Maodo- 
nald to retreat from Chateau Thierry, and advanced 
his head quarters to Vertus ; while Sacken, who form- 
ed his vanguard, pushed his light troops as fitr as 
Fert^ la Jouarre, and was nearer to Paris than was 
the Emperor himself. General d^Yorck had advan- 
ced as far as Meaux, and Paris was in the last de- 
gree of alarm. 

Even Buonaparte himsdf was so much struck by 
the inextricable situation of his affairs after the de- 
feat of La Rothiere, that a Uiought occurred to him, 
which posterity, excepting on his own avowal, would 
hardly give credit to. The plan which suggested 
itself, was that of sacrificing his own authority to the 
peace of France, and of abdicating the crown in 
favour of the Bourbons, while he had yet the means 
of resistance in his possession. He felt he had reign- 
ed and combated long enough for his own glory, 
and justly thought that the measure of his renown 
would be filled up by such an act of generous self- 
denial. But a maxim occurred to him, (suggested^ 
he says, by Mr. Fox,) that restored monarchs could 
never forgive those who had occupied their place. 
Probably his thoughts turned also to the murder of 
the Duke d'Enghien ; for there was no other point of 
personal offence betwixt Buonaparte and the exiled 
family, which their restoration, if the event took place 
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by Im intarvettfcion, might not have fiiUy attti^ fixw 
If our conjecture be real, it serves to diov howiiidi 
a crime operates in its conjsequ^Kes to obstruct its 
perpetrator in future attempts to recover tbe path of 
virtue and honour. Had Napoleon been really cap- 
able of the generous act of self-daual which he medi- 
tated, he must have be^ ranked, in desj^te of the 
doubtfid points of his chara(^r, as one of the greats 
est men who ever lived. 

But die spirit of egotism and suspidoa prevailed, 
and the hopes of accomplishing tbe disoomfiture and 
, defeat c£ tbe Silesian army, appeared preferable to 
/meriting, by <»ie act of diamterested devotion, the 
^ eternal gratitude of Europe ; and the philosc^her «Dd 
firiend of humanity rdapsed into the warrior and 
conqueror. There is, no doubt, something 'merito- 
rious in the omoeiving of great and noble resolu- 
tions, even although they remain unrealized. But this 
patriotism of the imagination does not rise to a higher 
scale of merit, than the sensibility of those who can- 
not hear a tale of sorrow without weeping, but whose 
sympathy never assumes the expensive form of ac- 
tual charity. 

The army of Napoleon was now to be transferred 
from the hi^ road leading from Paris to Troyes, 
to that leading from Chalons to Paris, on which 
Bluc^ear was operating, and that by flank mmrches 
tlurougli an im{Nraeticable country; but which, if 
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tjbejr cQttkt be jMy«tyyltftheii» w«Add «MUe the Fi»Bch 
EmpcaKHT to mmk die Sikuiiaft Monj 9k imnwjtm 
in flank juid rear. TJieiat^sid aoaa^^Toada, which 
ooimeat one Ughwi^ wkb anrther ihrcmgh France, 
ai^ gfxum&y iscaoc^ passable in winta:* «ven £oar tiie 
j^urpose of cudigypry lyroniimicariftn^ much kas for 
an anny iiritb ite carriages iand arl»Uery» Bucoa- 
par^ had to ti»y;erse n. ooAinlirjr intern^^ad with 
thickets, mairaheS) drmns, ditcher and impediiiienta 
of every/kind; the w^^her was exesniJilfi, and but 
fiur tbe,eid;raordinary oiseitians of j^ Mayor of Bar<- 
honne, who cpUected five hundred horses to extri- 
cate the guns, they must have be<m abandoned on 
the road. But by dint of perseyerance, Buonaparte 
aocompUshed this forced march, on 10th of Fefank- 
ary, and the flank of the SUesianaxmy was in conse- 
quence pkced at his mercy. They w^re moving on 
without the least suspiciim of audi an attack. 
Sacken led the adyance, the Bussian Greneral ALnv- 
fieff followed, and Bhicber himself brought up the 
rear with the main body. All intent upon the ad- 
vance to Paris, they were mardiing with cardess 
hasten and had sufiWed jsuch large intervaLai to take 
place betwixt their divisions, as to expose them to 
be attacked in. detail. 

Buomq^te feU upon the central division of Al- 
sufie^, at Champeaubert, surrowMled, defeated, and 
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totoliy dispersed them, taking their artillery, and 
8000 prisoners, while the remainder of the diTision 
fled into the woods, and attempted to escape indivi- 
dually. The whole force of the Emperor was now 
interposed between the advanced-guard under Sack- 
en, and the main body under Biucher. It was 
first directed towards the former, whom Napoleon 
encountered sooner than he expected, for Sacken, 
<m hearing of the action at Champeaubert, instant- 
ly countermardied his division to assist Alsufieff, 
or at least to rgoin Biucher; but he was over- 
whdmed by the superior, force of the French, and 
having lost <me-fourth of his division, about 5000 
men, was forced to leave the high-road, upon which 
Biucher was advancing, and retreat by that on Cha- 
teau Thierry. At this village Sacken was joined by 
General Yorck and Prince William of Prussia ;. but, 
still unable to make a stand, they could only secure 
a retreat by destroying the bridge over the Mame. 
War began now to show itself in its most hideous 
forms. The stragglers and fugitives who could not 
cross the bridge before its destruction, were murder- 
ed by the peasantry, while the allied soldiers, in re- 
venge, plundered the village of Chateau Thierry, 
and practised every excess of violence. The defeat 
of Sacken took place on the 12th of February. 
Biucher, in the meanwhile, ignorant of the extent 
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of the force by which his vanguard had been attadc 
ed, pressed forward to their support, and, in a wide 
and unindosed country, suddenly found himself in 
the front of the whole army of Napoleon, flushed 
with the double victory which they had abready gain- 
ed, and so numerous as to make a retreat indispen- 
sable on the part of the Prussians. Blucher, if surpri- 
sed, remained undismayed. Having only three r^- 
ments of calvary, he had to trust for safety to the 
steadiness of his infantry. He formed them into 
squares,' protected by artillery, and thus commenced 
his retreat by alternate divisions ; those battalions 
which were in motion to the rear, being protected 
by the fire of the others then standing fast, and co- 
vering them with theirs while they retired in turn. 
The French cavalry, though so strong as to operate 
at once on the flanks and rear, failed in being able 
to break a single square. After the Prussians had 
retired several leagues in this manner, fighting every 
foot of their way, they were nearly intercepted by a 
huge column of Fren^ch horse, which, having made a 
circuit so as to pass them, had drawn up on the cause- 
way to intercept their retreat. Without a moment^s 
hesitation, Blucher instantly attacked them with such 
a murderous fire of infantry and artillery, as fraced 
them from the high-road, and left the passage free. 
The Prussians found the village of Etches, through 
which they were obliged to pass, also occupied by the 
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eB«Hi)r f but here Am they cleared their way by dmt 
(^fighting* This expeditioii of t)ie Manie, a» it is 
called, is always aceotoited one of Napoleon's mili* 
tary chef-d^oeufnres ; for a flank matth, tmdertaken 
through such a diffieult country^ and so completely 
suceessfol, is not perhaps recorded in histoiy. On 
the other hand^ if Bfaacfaer lost any credit by the too 
great secmity of his march, he regained it by the 
mast^y manner in which he executed his retreat. 
Had the army which he eommanded in person sha- 
red the fi^e of his vanguard, it is probable there 
would have been no campaign of Paris. 

The Parisians,^ in the meantime) saw at length 
actual proofs that Napoleon had been victorious. 
Long columns of prisoners moved through their 
siafeets, banners were displayed, the cannon thunder^ 
ed, the press replied, and the pulpit joined, in ex*' 
HelSing and magnifying Ae dangers which the citizens 
had eseaped, and the merits of their preserver. 

In the midst of the joy natural on such an occa^ 
sion, the Parisians siKldenly teamed that the town <^ 
Fontainebleau was oecuttted by Hungarian hussan^, 
and tliat not Cossacks only, but Tartan^, Baskirs, and 
Kalmouks, ^bes of a wild and savage ai^ect, a kind 
of Asia^ OgreS) to whom popular credulity iniputed 
a taste fer ^ flesh of children, had appeared in the 
ft^ghbourhood of Nangis. These renewed s%ns of 
apprpa^ng danger, arose from the Grand Array of 
the allies having carried, at the point of the bayonet. 
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Nogeni and Montereaui and adranced the head- 
quarters of the monarchs to Pont-sur^Sciiie. Thk 
alarm to Paris was acoompaiiiedbj another. Schwart* 
senberg, learaiiig the disasters on the Mame, not 
onlj pushed forward from three directions on tlie 
capital, bat dispatched forces from his right towards 
Prorins, to threaten Napoleon^s rear and oommonica- 
dons. Learing the pursuit of Blucher^ the Emperor 
connttf-^marched on Meaux^ and^ marching from 
thence to Gkogne^ he joined the army of Ondinot 
and Victor, who were retreating before Schwartara* 
berg. He h^e found the reinforcementi whidi he 
had drawn from Spain^ about 20,000 in number, 
tried and excellent trm^. With this army he now 
fronted that of Schwartsenberg, and upon the 17th 
February, commenced the offbisiTe a* all pointy 
and with success, possessing himself of Nangis, and 
nearly destroying the corps under Count Pidilen at 
Mormant. The Prince Royal of Wirtembcrg was 
forced to retreat to Montereaii. 

So alarmed were the allies at the near approach of 
their terrible enemy, that a message was sent to Nih 
pdeon from the alfied sorerc^ns, l^ Prince Schwart- 
^nbefg^s aide*4e^camp, Count Pi^, stating their sur- 
prise at his ofkDskre movement^ since they had given 
orders tb their plenipotentiaries at Chatitton to sign 
the preliminaries of peace, on the terms which bad 
been assented to by the French envoy, Caukincourt. 
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This letter, of which we shall hereafter give a more 
fiill explanation, remained for some days unanswer- 
ed, during which Napoleon endeavoured to push his 
advantages. He recovered the bridge at Montereau, 
after a desperate attack, in which the Crown Prince 
of Wirtemberg signalised himself by the valour of his 
defence. In the course of the action. Napoleon return- 
ed to his old profession of an artillerymwi, and p<>Uit- 
ed several guns himself, to the great delight of the 
soldiers. Th^ trembled, however, when the fire at- 
tracted the attention of the enemy, whose balls bo- 
gan to be aimed at the French battery. ^* Go, my 
diildren," sidd Buonaparte, ridiculing their appre- 
hensions ; ^^ the ball is not cast that is to kill me." 

Having taken the place by storm, Buonaparte, dis- 
satisfied with the number of men he had lost, loaded 
with reproaches some of his best officers. Montbrun 
was censured for want of energy, and Digeon for the 
scarcity of ammunition with which the artillery was 
served ; but it was chiefly on Victor, the Duke oi 
BeUuno, that his resentment discharged itself. He 
imputed to him negligence, in not having attacked 
Montereau on the day before the action, when it was 
unprovided for resistance ; and he ordered him to 
retire from the service. The Marischal endeavour- 
ed to obtain a hearing in his own defence, but for 
some time could not succeed in checking the stream 
of reproaches. At length they were softened into a 
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i^iKtgs of bi:t)keii^healt]i, and the lore df fepoUlB, iA- 
ddSent to wounds aiid infinnidesr. *< Tlife b^' Md^^ 
i^d ^' Emperor, <^ wUch tibe quarter? affofd^ mu^' 
now be sought o^ for Ae once iMlh^fiiti^fM Victof.^ 
1*he Mareftchal fth tbe diargembre sevettiy in pro* 
porden^as it became moderated Wiibitl'it^at i^aspro- 
hikify the boundisr of truth ; buf he ilf^d hoi' con* 
sttrt to qtdt the detvice, 

^' 1 have not," he^aid, "fbtgof itty ot%ft«f tttttfe: 
I will tlike a musiket Victor will beitfome a- prrriftte' 
iii iht Guatd.^— ^Buonaparte could not resist tliis 
mmk of attadiment. He held out' hii^ haiid.— ^<*Xet 
u» be friends ;^ heiteplied, •» I cautiot ite*tbWtb'y6u 
your coipsF d- arm^e, i«ftidi I have given totSiilrfff;' 
but I wUI plaOe you at the head of two ffividonar of 
the Guardi' Go— aeisutne youi^ eottimat^, ^hd let* 
there be no more ofthis ^matter beti^t ufe.*^ 

It was upon efueh oceasions, wheh he siibducd'his 
excited- leelitig& to a'l^te of tdhdncHis^ aiaid'geni^dsiiy ; 
that Buonaf^arHeV pfersond cotodu^t seexhsi tb have 
been ihost amiiMe. 

Th^ aaied> ib th^tb^&jHtMej ^miMMti^; pj^- 
haps, though ^UN^blir-of liie l»feit^ tUb old: ftlBfe 
of the^btria^ of arl:bWb,.i<6solvMd*lfce liidre tb etittei- 
into c^HliiiftmicatiM idili^thi^ Silei^iHl aMh^,^ itiSX,' 
c<«c^itkiatitt^ hiM Ttbyrt; to aCcqpt^ of liilttffeVif 
Buonl^iarte shoyld^<«l^ik l^^iriddbti^ta^mii^fl^ 
h^ riready recfUlt^lfe tiroops^ and, b^^ rMil!^- 
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ced by a division of the army of the North, undeir 
Langeron, moved southward from Chalons, to which 
he had retreated after his disaster at Mbntmirail, to 
Mei^, a town situated upon the Seine, to the north*- 
^ast of Troyes, to which last place the allied mo- 
narchs had again removed their head-quarters. Here 
he was attacked with fury by the troops of Buoiaa- 
parte, who made a desperate attempt to carry the 
bridge and town, and thus prevent the proposed com- 
munication between the Silesian' army and that of 
Schwartzenberg. ' The bridge, which was of wood, 
was set fire to in the struggle. The sharp-shooters 
fought amid its blazing and cracking beams. The 
Prussians, however, kept possession of Mery. 

A council of war was now held by the allies. 
Blucher urged- the fulfilment of their original purpose 
of hazardingan action with Napoleon.- But the 
Austrians had again altered their'mind, and deter- 
mined on a general retreat as far as the line between 
Nancy and Langres; the very position on which the 
allies had paused when they first entered France. 
The prindpid cause alleged for this retrograde move- 
ment, by which they must cede half the ground they 
had gained since their entering France, was, that Au- 
gereau, who had hitherto contented bimsdf with his 
successftd defence of Lyons, had been recruited by 
condderable bodies of troops from the army of Suchet, 
which had been employed in Catidonia. Thus reift- . 
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forced, the French Mareschal was now about to as- 
sume the offensive against the Austrian forces at 
Dijon, act upon their communications with Switser-^ 
land, and raise in a mass the warlike peasantry of 
the departments of the Doubs, the Saonne, and the 
mountains of the Vosges. To prevent such con- 
sequences, Schwari2enbe^ sent General Bianchi 
to the rear with a large division of his forces, to 
support the Austrians at IKjon ; and concdved 
his army too much weakened by this detachment 
to retain his purpose of risking a general action. 
It was therefore resolved, that if the head-quar- 
ters of the Grand Army were removed to Langres, 
those of Blucher should be once more established on 
the Mame, where, strengthened by the-mrival of 
the northern army, which was now approaching from 
Flanders, he might resume his demonstration upon 
Paris, in case Buonaparte should engage himsdf in 
the pursuit of the Grand Army of the allies. 

This retrograde movement gave much disgust to 
the Austrian soldiers, who considered it as the prel*- 
face to a final abandonment of the invasion. Their 
resentment showed itself, not only in murmurs and 
in tearing out the green boughs with which, as in 
sign of victory, they usually ornament their helmets 
and schakos, but also, as is too frequently the easef 
in similar instances, in neglect of discipline, and esc* 
eesses committed in the country. 
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Ta diomish the bad effiecto ariniDg froia this dis- 
content mnoog the troops, Schwartzenberg piiblidi.- 
ed im order of the day, commanding the officers to 
€9(iforee the strictest discipline, and at the same time 
ejcp^ain to the army that the present retreat was only 
temporary, and that on joining with its reserves, which 
bad already crossed the Rhine, the Grand Army 
would instantly resume the offaisive, while Field- 
Marescha} Blucher, at present moving northward, 
so as to form a junction with Winzeogprodeand Bu- 
lotw,^ should at the same time attach the rear mi4 
flank o£ the enemy. The publishing this fdan of 
tbQ campai{^„ weptiar to^roALsie the dejected confix 
4epce, of the Aui^trian army. 

On the evening: of the 82d February,, an answer to^ 
tjb^e letter of Schwarli^enbexg.w^ received, but it waft 
addressed exclusively to the, lUnp^or of Austria ; 
^^ while its expr^sions.of re&pect are bestowed libe« 
rally on that power, , the manner in which the other 
members of the coalition are tr^ea^d^.shows unabated 
enmity, iU-concealed under an SiffectAt\(m of.coafk^ 
t^opt. The Emperor of France expressed. himself 
willing to treat upo?i the.ba^is of the Fnmkfort de- 
c^arakioQ, Im$ ecs^daiped >agf(inst the tem^ #hich his 
own enToy9,€aula\np^>ii^t| j^i^propiQsed to the pleni* 
poteiitiaTios.Qf Uie <)ther jK^ers. In short, tfafi whole 
]^^t ii^ft^tedjcWttl^i^^NapoJeon de^iijf^ * gweral 
peace with the allies,. ^jtbaUt w^QJui^awio^s^wish 
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io break tip the coaHtioiiy by making a separate peace 
wkii Aii£^ia. This co interacted in spirit and let- 
ter the purpose of the confederates, distinctly ex- 
pi^ssed in their communication to Napoleon. 
* The Emperor Francis and his ministers were re- 
fiolved not to listen to any proposals which went 
to separate the Austrian cause from that of their 
affies. It was therelbre at first resolved that no an- 
sw^ should he sent to the letter ; but the desire of 
^ning time for bringing up the reserves of the 
'Grand Anriy , who were approaching the Swiss fron* 
tier under the cBrection of the Ptince of Hesse-Hom*- 
herg, as also for the union of Ae army of the north, 
under Bulow and Winzwigerode, with that of Sile* 
«ia, determined them to accept the offer of a sns- 
pensi(m of hostilities. Under these considerations^ 
Prince Wenceslaus of Lichtenstein was sent to the 
head-quarters of Napoleon, to treat concerning an 
m'mistice. The Emperor seemed to be in a state of 
high hope, and called upon the Austrians not to sa^ 
crifice themsdves to the selfish views of Russia» and 
the imserrf*ep<^yof England. He jq)pointed Count 
Elahault his conmiissioner to negotiate for a line of 
demarcation, and directed him to meet with the en- 
voy from the allies at Lusigny, on 24th February. 

On the night of the 23d, the French bombarded 
Troyes, which the allied troops evacuated according 
to their latest plan of the campaign. The French en- 
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tered the town on the 24th9 when the sick and wound- 
edy left behind by the allies, were dr^ged out to grace 
Napoleon''s triumph ; and a scene, not less deplorable, 
but of another description, was performed at the same 
time. 

Amid the high hopes which the entrance of the 
allies into France had suggested to the enemies 
of Buonaparte's government, fire persons, the chi^ 
of whom were the Marquis de Widranges, and the 
Chevalier de Gouault, had displayed the white cock- 
ade, and other emblems of loyalty to the exiled fa- 
mily. They had received little encouragement to 
take so decided a stq> either from the Crown Prince 
of Wirtemberg, or from the Emperor Alexander ; 
both of whom, although approving the principles 
OQ which these gentlemen acted, revised to sanc- 
tion the step they had taken, or to warrant them 
against the consequences. It does not appear that 
their decoration had excited, any corresponding en- 
thusiasm in the people of Troyes or the neighbour- 
hood ; apd it would have been wiser in Napoleon 
to have overlooked such a trifliiig movement, which 
he might have represented as arising from the 
dotage of loyalty, rather than to have, at this criti- 
cal period, called the public attention to the Bour- 
bons, by denouncing and exeqiting vengeance upon 
their partisans. Nevertheless Napoleon had scarce 
entered Troyes, when the Chevalier Gouault (the 
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Other Royalists baying fortunately esci^ped,) was 
seized upon^ tried by a . military commission, con- 
demned, and immediately sbot. He died with the 
utmost firmness, exclaiming, ^^ Vive le Rai /" A 
violent and ill-timed decree promulgated the penal- 
ty g£ death against all who should wear the decora- 
tions of the Bourbons, and on all emigrants who 
should join the allies* The seyerity of the measure,' 
so contrary to Napoleon^s general, conduct, of late 
years, towards the Bourbons and tbeir folloiirers,. 
whom he had for a long period scarce even alluded 
to, made the world ascribe his unusual ferocity to ai» 
uncommon state of apprehension ; and thus it gave 
farther encouragement to those into whom it was in- 
tended to strike terror. 

At this period of the retreat of Schwartzenberg 
from Troyes, and the movement of Blucher towards 
iike Marne, we must leave the armies which were 
contending in the interior of France, in order to re* 
trace those movements upon the frcmtiers, which, 
though operating at a distance, tended at once to re- 
inforce the invading armies, and to cripple Napo- 
leon's means of defence. 

It is difficult for the inhalntants of a peacefiil 
territory to picture to themselves the miseries sus- 



* It has been said that Napoleon had been persuaded to save 
his life. . But the insult was simihir to the eatecution of 'Glaren<)e. 
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Udiied by tLs jccmniry JoHhich formed tbe theatfe <3i 
this ^ngtMnftiy iu>iirte8t. Wbik KionapaFte, ^ke s 
Uger^ jienuaedin by bounds 4iBd bontiecs, now «ie- 
imced 0ne.o£ hu foes^ now sprung findoudy «ip(Mi 
ftootl^r^ and^-jdj^, al4jboagh bis rapid movemaftis 
diaooaoected and dioMiyed them^ be itili i^makied 
unable.to ^jastroy the indi>Yi4uAl6 whom lie iicd 4Mk 
sailed, lest,. wbiie aimii^ to do «o, he i^idd af- 
filed a iatalvBdvaniage ^ 4hose who were diseaga- 
ged,t^7d)e sd^ne d£ tlm desHboiy war&ee was laid 
waste in the most mevciiess manner. 'The soldiers 
on both parts, divr^ to desperation by rapid 
mai^bes thcough roads Ue^e4 ^th snow, or tiK>d- 
den into. swamps, became reddest and pitiless; 
and, straggling &om their cokmms in all dkectiotis, 
€pTBmitted,\eyery 4spedes of oxcess upon the inhabi- 
tants* These ^vils 4uro mentioned in ihe bulledim 
of N^ioleon^ as wdl as in the general ^orders of 
SdwastKenberg. 

The peaSantSj^ with t^ir wives and chilcteen, 
Aad tOyfia¥es, iguaxEies, «Bd woods, irhere |he l^tUer 
WBJ^ starr^io death bf'^e inclemency tif the sea- 
son, and want of sustenance ; and the foxmer, eoL 
losing into small bodies, increased the terrors of war 
bypiUa^ng the con^joys of both acnifs, iatta^i^ 
small parties of all nations, and cutting off the sick, 
the wounded, and the stragglers. The repeated ad- 
vance *ud rptxeat of the differept conjteii4ipg parties, 
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exaspentod these 0v&. Eveiy fteili 4baad <cf ^vm- 
40UXBm\&eh 9mwA, we savagdjr «aget «ftir qMl, 
ia jnpopoition «s 4^ gleanings beeane cosroe. I« the 
wnds of 6criptu|», what cbe l^cmt left «m de^Mr- 
€df>y die pdiae&^(Hr]]|«-^li«t ^eteaped |1m» Baskm, 
Md Kirgas, and <!keato, of die Wolga, wd €as- 
ftm and Turinih ftontier, ivas seiaed iijr tlM iMdC- 
elad aad kal&atarRed ^MWscriptB joI NapoleoM, nilM^ 
wfBt, haedflfaip, and an ealiittefed spirit, tend^^ 
ed as cavelees of dw ties jof emntrjr and Imgiiftge, 
as die otb^s were indiffajent to die general ciiibns 
of humanity. The towns and villages, wliick were 
the scenes of actual conflict, were frequently burnt 
to the ground ; and this not only in the course of 
the actions of importance which we have detailed, 
but in consequence of innumerable skirmishes fought 
in different points, which had no influence, indeed, 
upon the issue of the campaign, but increased in« 
calculably the distress of the invaded country, by 
extending the terrors of battle, with fire, famine, and 
slaughter for its accompaniments, into the most re- 
mote and sequestered districts. The woods afibrd- 
ed no concealment, the churches no sanctuary ; even 
the grave itself gave no cover to the relics of morta- 
lity. The villages were everywhere burnt, the farms 
waited and pillaged, the abodes of man, and all that 
belongs to peaceful industry and domestic comfort, 
desolated and destroyed. Wolves, and other savage 
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animals,. increased fearfully in tbe districts which 
bad,been.laid,waste^by human hmds, with ferocity 
congenial to their own. Thus were the evils which 
France had unsparingly inflicted upon Spain, Prus- 
sia, Russia^. and. almost every European nation, ter- 
ribly retaliated within a few leagues, of her own me^ 
tropolis ; and such were tibe consequences of a sys- 
tem, which, assuming military fcHrce for its sole prin- 
df^ and law, timght the united natimis. of : Europe 
to repel its aggresdons by means yet more formi- 
daUe.in extent than those which had been used in 
suppcnrting them. . 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Retrospect ofMiUtary Events on Ihe Frtmch Frontiers.-^De' 
fection ofMirat, who declares in favour of the AUies.^-It^ 
consequences, — Augereau is compelled to abandon Gex and 
Franche Compte, — The North of Germany and Flanders 

■ lost to France, — Camot intrusted with Me command of 
Antwerp, — Bergen-op^Zoom nearly taken by Sir Thomas 
Grahamy but lost by the disorder of the troops in the mo- 
ment of success. — The Allies take, cmd evacuate Soissons, — 
JBuhw and Wiuzengerode unite with JBlucher. — The Duke 
of Wellington forces his way through the Pays des Graves, — 
State of the loyalists in the West of France, — Discontent 
of the old Republicans with Napoleon^ s Chjvemment,^^ 
Views of the different Members of the AJUance as to the 
Dynasties of the Bourbons and of Napoleon.-^Proceedings 
of the Dukes ofBerri and Angouleme, and Monsieury the 
two latter of whom enter France, — The French defsastedly 
Wellington at 'Orthez, — Bourdeaux is vohmtarily surren^ 
dered to Marshal Beresford by the inhabitants^ who mount 
the ivhite cockade, — Details of the Negotiations ofChatiUon, 
— Treaty of Chaumonty by which the ABies bind ^iemadves 
ofnetv to carry on the war with vigour. — NapoHeon presents 
a singularly unreasonable coatr&-projet at Chatillon, — Con- 
gress at Chatillon broken up. 

While Napoleon was stnigglingy in the Cam« 
paign of Paris, for bis yerjr exbtence as a numarcli, 
tevents were taking place on ihe frontiers, by idl of 
which bis fate was more or less influenced, and in 
almost all of them unfavouraUy. Of these events 
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we most give « brief detail, mentioning, at the same 
time, the influence which they individually produced 
upon the results of the war. 

The defence of Italy had b^en committed to 
Prince Eugene Beauhamois, the Viceroy of that 
kingdom^ He was entirely worthy of the trust, but 
was depriyed df any means that remained to him of 
aocompMshing his task, by the defection cf Murat. 
We ha^e often had oocasioii to describe Murat aa 
distinguished on the field of battle — rather an un- 
daunted and higb-metded soldier than a wise com^ 
monder. As a soTet«ign he had litde claim to dis- 
tinction. He was good tempered, but vain, limit- 
ed ia cafAC^ty, and totally uninformed. Napoleon 
had not cmiceal^ his contempt of his understand^ 
log, and, after the retreat from Russia, had passed an 
•biique^ but most intelli^ble censure on him, in a 
public bulletin. In writing to the wife of Murat, and 
his own sister, Napoleon had mentioned her husband 
disparagingly, as one who was brave only on the 
field of battle, but elsewhere as weak as a monk or a 
woman. Caroline, in answer, cautioned her brother 
to treat her husband with more respect. Napoleon, 
unaceuslbmed to ^pps^ss bis sentiments, continued 
tlie same Une of language and conduct. 

Meanwhile Murat) in his resentmast, listened to 
tdrrns from Austria, in whidi^ by the mediation of 
tkatatate, which wie intereated in the recovery of 
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has Itidum praviBoe&s Englsnd was with difficitli^ 
induced t^ ac^jpiiesce. In eonsequaiee •£ a treaty 
feraied with Austria, Murat declared hknself in fa« 
Tear of the allies, aad miurdied an army eC 30^009 
Neapolitans to Rome, fw the purpose o£ asaistifig.in 
the expulHcm of the Fs^di fbom Itidy. He spetdUy 
occupied w^cona and Florence. There was ahready 
i0 Italy an army 0E 30,000 Auslrittas, with whom 
the Vicetoy had fought the indecisive battle of Hx>^ 
T^tello, after which he r^rea^ied ^ the line of die 
Adige,, on whidi he made a precarious stand,, natfl^ 
the war was>a>acliided». The appearanee of Mvrat^s 
army on. the eide of Austiia, thou^ he confined: 
himself to a war of proclamations^ was^ calculated ta: 
^aad all French influence in Itafy. G)ttnter rerohi^ 
tionary movements^ in some of the Cantons of Swit* 
^Borland, and in* Uie mountains: (^ Savoy^ tended ^ss'- 
to close the door Arough which Buonaparte had so 
<^en transfened the war into the Italian P^oinsula^ 
and from its northern provinoes^ into the beartof 
Austria herself* 

The defeclion of Murat; had the further e%et, «£ 
^sooncerting.the measures whick Napoleon had ^ne- 
ditated, £ir recovery^ o£ ^ 8oiithv«aste£ni£Boiitter- 
o{ France. Augereau. had= received, ordesti to ad* 
YSl^e from I)<yons^ and reemyre the ireinfinsoements 
which. Eog^e was to> have diiqNitched finop Itafy 
across* the Alps. Theses it^ was calculated^ woull' 
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have given the Fv^oh Mareschal a decisive sup^- 
ority, which might have enabled him to »M^nd to- 
wards the sources of the Saonne, call to arms the 
hardy peasantry of the Vosgesian mountains, in- 
terrupt the communications of the Austrian army, 
and excite a national and guerilla warfiure in the- 
rear of the allies. 

To stimulate more highly the energies of his 
early comrade in arms, Napoleon caused the Em- 
press Maria Louisa to wait upon the young Du- 
diess of Castiglione, (the Mareschal's wife,) to pre- 
vail on her to use her influence with her husband,' 
to. exert all his talents and audacity in the present 
crisis. It was a singular feature of the declension of- 
power, when it was thought that the command of 
the Emperor, imposed upon one of his Mareschals,- 
might require being enforced by the interposition of 
a lady ; or rather, it implied that Napoleon was sen- 
sible that he was requiring of his officer something* 
which no ordinary exertions could enable him to per- 
form. He wrote, however, to Augereau himself, 
conjuring him to remember his early victories, and 
to fbrget.that he was upwards of fifty years old. But 
exhortations, whether by a sovereign or lady, cannot 
supply the > want of physical force. 
; Augereau was unable to execute the task im-' 
posed upon him, from not receiving the Italian rein^^ 
forcements^ which, as matters stood in Italy, Eugene 
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doold not possildy spare. Detachments from Sa- 
chet's Spanish veterans did indeed join the Maresdial 
at Lyons, and enable him to advance on General 
Bubna, whom he compelled to retreat to Geneva. 
But the arrival of General Bianchi, with a strong 
reinforcement, which Schwartzenberg had dispatched 
fbr that purpose, restored the ascendancy of the al- 
lied armies on that frontier, especially as the Prince 
of Hesse Homberg also approached from Switzer- 
land at the head of the Austrian reserves. The last 
general had no difficulty in securing the passes of 
Saonne. Augereau in consequence was compell- 
ed to abandon the country of Grex and Franche 
Compt6, and again to return und^ the walls of 
Lyons. Napoleon was not more complaisant to his 
old comrade and tutor, than he had been to the other 
Mareschals in this campaign, who had not accom- 
plished tasks which they had not the means to achieve. 
Augereau was publicly censured as being inactive 
and unenterprising. 
The North of Germany imd Flanders were equal- 
^ ly bst to France, and French interest. Hamburg 
indeed still held out But, as we have already sMd, 
it was besieged, or rather blockaded, by the allies, 
under Bennigsen, to whom the Crown Prince of Swe- 
den had left that charge, when he himself^ having 
put an end to the war with Denmark, had advanced 
towards Cologne^ with the purpose of assisting in 
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Eimce from tl^t direetioiiy in s^^pc^t* ^f the Sile^ 
mm army* The Crown Prince showed no. pei:$o|i2^ 
wUlingoesa to engage in the invasion of France. The. 
causes whish might deter him hare been, ahrea^. cpn^ 
jfctnred. The Royalists added ano&er, diat he had 
fpnued views of placing himself at the head- of the 
gfxvemment of France, which the aUied mpnardis de^ 
cjined to^ gratify* It is certain; that, whether from 
motives of prudence or estrangement?, he was^ after 
his arrival in Flanders, no longer to be considered as^ 
a9^ active, member of the coalition. 

In the meantime, Antwerp was bravely iEmd sd*^ 
entifioally defended by the veteran repuUican^ Gar^ 
not* This celelnrated statesman and engineer had', 
always opposed himself to the strides wUch Na*-} 
poleon made towards arbitrary powetv &i^ bad y0^[ 
ted against his eleetion to the situation of Consul, 
for- life, and: that pf Emperor. It does not appear 
that Napoleon resented this opposition^ He had 
been oblig^ to Casnot before his unexamined risoy 
and afteriwards he was so £ir mindful of him^ as to- 
caase his debts to be paid at a mom^t of embanrasB^ , 
ment. Carnot, on his part» took the invfsioo oCv. 
Fiap^efia a- signal for evexy- Frenchman to^use^bJar 
tsdents in th&]|i|Lblic defence, and, o£^idg hie t^^r-^ 
vices to l]^ Emj^ror^ was^ ititru9ledwiA tb« «ofi(H 
mcB^ of > Ant werp# 
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Bergen-op-Zodm wai also still occupied by tl^ 
¥^ch. This city, one of the most strongly ferd. 
iled in the world, was nearly taken by a cotlp-de- 
inain, by Sir Tfaoinas Graham. After a night-at- 
tack of the boldest description, the British columns 
trefe so ^r successful, that all ordinary obstadet 
•eetned overcome. But their success was followed 
by a degree of disorder which rendered it unavail- 
ing, and many of the troops who had entered tht 
town were killed, or obliged to surrender. Thus an 
enterprise, ably planned and bravely executed, mis* 
carried even iti the moment of victory, by accidents 
tor which neither the general nor the officers imme- 
diately in command could be justly held responsible. 
General Graham was, however, reinforced from Eng- 
land, and was still enabled, with the help of the 
Swedes and Danes, as well as Dtitch and Flemish 
corps, to check any sallies from Bergen or from Ant- 
werp. 

The liberation of the Low Countries being sd 
nearly accomplished, Bulow pressed forward on "Lk 
Fere, and finally occupied Laon. Here, upon the 
26th of February, he fomied a junction with Win* 
xengerode, who, bequeathing Juliers, Venloo, and 
Maestricht, to the observation of the Crown Prince, 
marched through the forest of Ardennesi iSoissons 
offered a show of desperate resistance, but the com- 
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joqim^t being UUed, the place wm d^UriUl^fUp. 
I^ vyis on the 13th Ffbrpary, »id the allien Qug^ 
to haye held this important place* But in their 
baste to join PiiBceBlucher^they eyacuatod S^issonst 
^pi^h Mortier caused to be presently re<-Qceupied by 
f. ystroi^ French garrison^ The possession of this 
jtovn became shortly afterwards a matter of grfia^ 
({onsequenc^. In the meantime, Bulow and Winzen^ 
i;ero^ with .-their two additional armi^, entered int^ 
^mnmnication with Blucher, of whom they now 
^aEmed the rear«guar^, and more than r^storc^ 
pm the adyantagehe Jhad lost by the defeats, jit 
Montmirail anid Champeaubert. 

On the south-western frontier the horizon seemed 
yet darker. The Duke, of Wellinjgton haying enr 
jtoKed SpMiin, was jabout to force bis way through the 
atrong country, called the Pa^^ d^ Gavea^ the land» 
that i», <^tbe rayines fonned by riyers and torrents. 
He maintained such seyere discipline, and paid with 
puch regularity for the supplies which he needed 
^ym the counti^, that he was cyoluntarUy Anmishr 
pd with prpyisions of eyery kind ;. while ^hp ^rnnr 
of S^ult, thou^ ^tatip^ed . in the Marescl^d's oyn 
(Country, obtained none, saye by the scanty And uiqi- 
willing means of militwy requisition, .l^n consi^- 
guence pf this strict dis(9pline,jdie presjsnce of the 
British troops was far from being distressing to the 
country ^ and some effortspade by Genei^fl^^ai^ii^, 
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to nicBe gutiillftt tmoog bis couiiti^ment tbf Bivpga^ 
to act oti the I)uk^ ci Wellt^gton's rear^ l^pomie Uh 
ta^m^bcpoML TI^ gmall sea^-port' town^of S^, 
Jew ct^ Liu 9|ippliBd tl^ Engliah annj w^ p^ 
viskms m4 ^f^M^F^^^i^- f^ actirity f)f l^pgK 
Sah cmamerce speedily sent cargoes of f veiy l^iiid^ 
into the harbour, where before were only l^.pe a(S^ 
f few fi^|ng-))q>^. The goods i?^ere lan^gm^fder 
f tariff <^4ut^cfje^tk4:fay the Dnl^e of WeliUlngton i 
und Bo ended jdie .Continent^ Sy^t^ r . ^ . \ 

,19 :^e ipeantinij^i tl^ state of the w^t of Frani^ 
fras such as he^d out the, highest political jeciultalct 
the British, in f ase tb^ sho^ be abl^ to^ orerjooxQf^ 
t|ie objstades presented hy the Bti;^ i^ .eo^eiiclu^ 
caipp at Bayoni^y on w^idi Soult rested hifirig^ 
Ibrak, ^xi^^^g'ti Ifne of grei^ strei^gfb upon the 
^our and the n^j^b^i:^dng Gaves. . 

^e haire inentii^ed already the oiiuledeni^y of 
]|U)yali8t% which was i^ow in fall aeti^ty, and exr 
tended by faith&iL/igen^ through the whole west of 
l^raace. They were ww at their post, and pr^iuring 
everything fiwr an es^losion. The ppUqe of Buoiia^ 
parte were neither ignorant of the existence or. pi^- 
pose of this conqiiracy, but they were unii^le to .o]l?t 
tain s^ch precbe intbnnation as should.cj^teAt fQ^ 
^arushr it. The two Messrs de Foliptfc were deepj^ 
jEpq^aged, and, ^econuBg the subjecto^ of su^q^^ if 
^asonly by a dexterous md qpeedy 4i^ht fi^pp. V^f 
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tlSat they eluded captivity, or perhaps death. iTiey* 
iiicceed^d in reaching the army of the allies^ and 
irete, it is believed, the first who cohveyed' to the 
Emperor Alexander an exact state of the royal party 
ih the iiiterior of France, Jmrticularly in the capital, 
^hidi miide a |)OTrerftil impression on the mind of 
ihatprinfce. 

' Throughout the west of France there started tip a 
thousand agents of a party, which were now to ftwate 
from a sleep of twenty years. Bourdeaux, with its 
loyal mayor. Count Lynch, and the greater part of its 
citizens, wad a cfentnil point of the association. A great 
part of thcf inhabitants Were secretly regimented and 
embodied, and had arms ih their possession, and artiU' 
iery, gtmpowder, aiid ball, concealed in theii* ware- 
houses. The celebrated La Rochejacquelein, madcf 
immortal by the' simple and sublime narrative of his 
iM>nsort, solicited the cause of the royalists at the 
English head-quarters, and madd repeated and perih 
ous journeys fi'om thence to Bourdeaux, and back 
again. Saintonge and La Vendfee were organized 
for insurrection by a loyd clergyman, the Abbe JiU 
qualt. The brothers of Roche- Aymon ' prepared 
Perigord for a struggle. The Duke of Duras had 
engaged a thousand 'gentlemen at Touraine; La^lyJ 
the Chouats had again preplared for a rising unde* 
the G)unt de Vitray, and Tranquille, a celebrated 
lead^, called Le Capitaine 8an$ peur* JNum^ous 
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.bands of r^ractory conscrij^, rendered desperile bf 
.their sta^ of outlawty, were uefuly «t Aogers, Nantes, 
,and Orleans, to take aims hi. the eause of the Boor- 
.bons, under the Count de TOrge, Monsieur d^Airae, 
:CoiiQt Charles d^Autiich^iiipy the Count de Susan- 
pet, and Cadoudal,brother of the celd)rated Greorges, 
.and his equal in oourage and resdh|tion« But aU da- ' 
Hdred .the {nrevious ndvance o£tht Blt^e^FUnU, as tbqr 
, called the English^ their own being of a diffeimt cd- 
•kittir* Trammelled by the n^otiataon at Chatillou, 
and various other political impediments, and anxious 
iCMipeciaUy not to lead these hij^-spiiited gentlemen 
into duuger, \>J encoiin^ging a premature rising, the 
:£n|^h npiini^teis at home, and the English graeral 
.in, 1^'rance, wc^re oldiged for a time to restrain rather 
^han encourage the forward zeal of the Royalists* - 
Such caution was the more necessary, as there ex* 
ist^ at the same, time another conspiracy, also direct- 
pd ftgainst B^naparte^s person, or at least his autlM^ 
^ty ; and it was of importance that neither should 
explode until some means could be found of prevent- 
ing their checking and counteracting each other. 
^Tbis second class of malcontents ccmsisted of those, 
ivhoy like l^uonaparte hunself, owed their political 
^consequence to the Jie^vdlution ; and who^ without 
regard to the Bourbons, were defiorous to get free 
of the tyranny of Napokpu. These were the dis- 
.aj^inted and degraded Republicans, the deceived 
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\6onAJtutionifi8t8, ill who had hoped and ezpect- 

«ed that the Rbv^^t^iitm would have paved the way 

-Car 'a fre^ ^▼Mrmneiit, in which the career <ft pre- 

fimi^iit ^bdtdd Be dpen to tlileiit& of every dedcrip- 

tioiii — • lottety in ^blch, detibtless, each hoped 

.Aat hid oWn abilities would gatil some important 

^fiiie. Tbe aoeptiie of Napdtedn bud Wisigbed harder 

^fqpbtt tUt elass than evmi upon dM RoyiUiBts. He 

4iad :n& dislike to the principles of the latter^ Ab- 

fttractedl^ eonttdnied ^ he i'elt idme t^i^pect for their 

Jtnriii add tillts; mA only wisbed to transfer their tt- 

f&c&iOi^yfmAthe Home of Boutboii, aiid to attai^ 

Jiieiii,to that^NapollK>n. Aecotdinj^Iy, he distribu- 

'ted semj^oj^mentMiXid bonoinrs aln<ttig such of the old 

oidUesse a6 could be brought to accept them^ and db- 

vioosljrMt pride in dra^itig to his Court names and 

titles, Known iit^te eaiiier periods of Frettch history. 

Besidea/ antil: cipcvmstantes diook 1m thtbhe, and 

•enlargeddmr tte«na«f infunikg bim^ be boti^id^rod 

^he number of tbe RoyaU^ as small>:and their pdwer 

-as despicable. JBut from those acdt^ spirits, whd Iraid 

traded: in revoiutiou after revoluti<ki for so many 

.years, belhd snuch mone both to ftar aM to dislike, 

especially as tHcy were now understood ^ be headed 

by his egc-raiiiiBter Talleyrand, with whotte talents, 

i)oth fi>r( dchemnig and execotiii^ poKtitid cbanged, 

-he had ao nudi -reason to be acquainted; To this 

dass of l^ eiMmies he lm|rabd the hardy attetiipt 
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whi^, i^fti siade> not wit&out pDMfectsf ^ stectM, l»^ 
dtiertbtow bis gdvennnoit duni^ his nimufe im 
RttMs. <^ You hi^ the tml, bat nol tjbe Jueiid^^ 
ImkI betti the wcwds <tf tlie prindpal conspirator, wIim 
sbQu^ to beexeettted; md dieyfitiUniogia tbe^Ad. 
of Boom^te* It ww geaeiaUje atyposed, dun hk 
li»^ Jti^ in FmBy ere he ag«a.tQok th^ fieU agfOMfc. 
the allicbft, irj» dictated by fai« &ar of soibt nmikr .tet . 
plostoii:tothfttofMaUet''8coiMiiijraqr. Whclbeclbaiv. 
W^uepettaie clanes of the €aaemmo£Ihum9f9Xt» w»r 
municated with each other, we have no o^NNrtwifti^of 
knowing, bat th^.both had intercourse with the al- 
lies. That of Talleyrand's factim waa# we b^vek. 
maiiitoiiwd at the pmrt of London, through meama. 
^ a near relation of his own, who vidted fSnglaOd 
Portly before the owning of the eampa^ of whi^U 
we treat We have no doubt, that throu|^ spsae aU 
ttiikr medium Talleyrand held eotnmunieation wil)£ 
the Bourijom » and that, in the damemann^ as ^be^ 
Enghtb Resteratiim was brought about. by » unipa 
b^ween the Cavaliers and Presbyterians, th^re w^ 
even then upon foot sogne treaty of aceonunoda^on^ 
by whidi the exiled monarch was, in r^paining thd 
crown, to have the assistance of those, whom, for 
want of adother name, we shall call Constitutional* 
ists, it being understood that his g^vctni^ent was iq 
be established on the basis of a fr(^ mode}. 

It was of the^eatest importance that both thesf 
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hcAmi^abxMiid be ^anlioiis in their. movem^&U, until 
i% should ^>pear what oourae the Allied M oiiardb« 
were aboat to pursue in the impending negotiaUoQ 
wi& Buonapiirte. The ii^ue of diis was the mwe 
dubious, as it was generally understood that though 
the SoYereJgns were agreed on the great point qf de^ 
stroying, on the one hand, the supremacy of Fraqce, 
Bindf on the other, in leaving her in possessicni of het, 
jlist weight and influence, they entertained a diffe-, 
rence of oionion as to the arrangement of her futusQ 
goremment. 

' The Prince Regent of England, from the generoT 
iitj of his own disposition^ j^ well as £rom a cleac 
and compr^nsive view of future possibilities, enter*; 
tained views favourable to the Bourbons. This iUus* 
trious persQU justly conjectured, that free institutions 
would be more likely to flourish under the restored 
fiunily, who would receive back their crown under 
conditions favourable to freedom, than under any 
modification of the revolutionary system, which must, 
always, in the case of Buonaparte^s being permitted 
to reign, be felt as im|dyii^ encroachments on his 
imperial power. The Bourbons, in the case pre- 
sumed, might be supposed to count their winnix^, 
in circumstances where the tenacious and resent&l 
mind of Napoleon would brood over his losses ; and 
it might be.feared, that with a return of fortune be 
might struggle to repair them. Bpt there were mi- 
nisters in the British cabinet who were afraid of iu*; 
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omrii^ ^e imputatHm of pvelractnig the war by 
aoBouncing E^gland^i adojption of tbe csueo of tko 
Bourbons, wbieh ims now of a date somewhat anti* 
^pjdtated, and to whidi a sort of unhappy finality )iad 
hitherto been annexed. Enghmd'^s interett ill tha 
royal caiue was, therefore, limited to good widies. 

Tht Emperor Alexander shared in the inctiniftioi^ 
which 1^ soTereigns must have feU towards this us- 
happy femily, whose cause was in some degree that of > 
princes in general. It was understood that Moreau^a 
tngi^ment wiA the Rusidan Monarch had been 
fiMinded upon an express assurance on the part of 
Alexandc^r, that the Bourbons were to be restored ta 
die Crown of France under the limitations of a fiee 
constitution. Prussia, from her dose alliance with 
Russia, and the perscmal cjiuses of displeasure whidi 
exited betwixt Frederick iand Napdeon, was certmi 
to vote for the downfdl of the latter. 

But the num^oiis armies of Austria, and her yU 
cinity to the scene of action, rendered her aid indis- 
pensable to the allies, while the alliance betwixt her 
Imperial house and this once fortunate soldier, threw 
much perj^exity into their councils. It was belibTed 
that the Emperor of Austria would insist upon 
Buohaparte^s b^ng admitted to treat as Sovereign 
of France, providing the latter gave sufSdent evt* 
^ence that he would renounce his pretensions to 
g^oeral supremacy ; or, if he continued unreasona- 
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My obstiBate, that the Empcrcnr Francis woviA dm- 
iire that a regency should be estaUisbed, wkfalifa^ 
ria Louisa at its head. Either course, if adcpted^ 
^ould have been a death's-blow to the hopes of the 
exiled family of Bourbon. 

Amid this uncertainty, the Princes of the House 
#f Bourbon gallantly determined to rids their own 
persons in France, and try what their presence mi^it 
do to awake ancient remendnrances at a crisis so in** 
leresting. 

Although the British ministry idTused to aSixA 
any direct countenance to the sdiemes of the Bour- 
bon fitmily, they could not, in ordinary justice, deny 
the more active members of that ttnha|ipy race the 
freedom of acting as tb^ themselves might jjadge 
most for the interest of their came and afflt^e^ts. To 
their implications tot permission to depart finr 'Fraace^ 
they received from the British ministry the r^Iy^ 
that the Princes of the House of Bourbon were the 
guests, not the prisoners, of Britain ; and although 
the present state of public af&irs precluded her from 
expressly autborising any step which they might 
ihink proper to take, yet they were free to quit her 
territories, and return to them at their jdeasurei 
Under a sanction so general, the Duke d'Angouleme^ 
set sail fen: St Jean de Luz, to join the army of the 
Duke of Wellington ; die Duke de Berri ^Jeravfi 
to ciHrrespond with the Royalists of dittany ; mi 
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iloiitteiir tat Hbiland, Ironi irhich he gaki^ ite 
frontiers of Switierlanil, and entered France in tbe 
rear of Ae Austrian armies. The movements of the 
two last princes produced no offsets of consequence. 

The Doke de Bern paused in the Isle of Jersey, 
on receiving some unpleasant cMiiinunications from 
France respecting the strength of the existing g^ 
yemment, and on discovering, it is said^ a plot tb 
induce him to litiid at a point, where he must become 
the prisoner of Buonaparte. 

Mohsieur entered France, and was received ^ 
Vesoul with great enthusiasm. But this movement 
was not encouraged by the Austrian commandante 
and generals ; and Monsieur^s proposal to raise corps 
^f Royatisis in Alsace and Franche Compt^, was 
trisaled wiA coldness, siipr^aching to contempt. The 
)executi<m of Oouault at.Troyes, and the ^eree of 
lieaih i^nst the lU^alists, struck terror into the 
fiar^i whidi was incresised by the retrograde move- 
ment of the Grand Army. The enterprise of Mon^ 
sieur^ diaref<ke> had no immediate result, though un- 
doubtedly his presence had a decisive effect in oon- 
feequen^eof ultimate events; atid the restoraticm 
^ould hardly h»ve ukeiBL pkce, without that prince 
having si» adventui^ his person. 

Th^atriv^of the Dukid df Angouleme m the 
tony of 4i^ Duke of Wytington, bad more imme- 
diku if^Hlfcequen^s^ fiis Itoyal Highness could 
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only be recoiled i^s a Tolunteer^ but t^e effect of Us 
arrival was soon visible. La I^odiejacquelein, wke 
bad dedicated to the royal cause bis days an4 nights, 
.bis fortune and his life, soon appeared in the British 
^caxnp, urging the general to direct bis march on the 
city of Bourdeaux, which, when delivered from the 
.lucinity of Soult> army, would instantly declare it- 
(i^lf for the Bourbons, and he followed by the rising 
of Guienne, A^jou, and Langiiedoc. H^wfnity, as 
well as policy, induced the Duke di WeUingt«|n 8ti^ 
tp hesitate* He knew how fre({uently patnotic en- 
thusiasm makes promises beyond its poller to fulfil ; 
and be cautioned the ssealous envoy (p beware of a 
hasty declaration, since the conferenpes at Chatillou 
W^e still continued, and there was. a copsiderable 
xJiance of their ending in a peace between the alliei^ 
uid Napoleon, La Rocbejacqneleiu, undetetred by 
remonstrances, cPntinued to urge his suit with such 
intelligence and gallantry, i^ to receive at last the 
encouraging answer, ^^ Remain a few di^s at i bead- 
quarters, and you shall see ua force the Gaves.^ 

Here, accordingly, commenced a series of scientir 
fie manoeuvres, commencing 14th February, by which 
the Duke of Wellington, pressing step by step on that 
part of the French army which were on the left side 
pf the Adour, drove them, successively beyond the 
Gave de Mauleon, and the Gtive d'Oleron. Oa the 
right side of the latter Gave, the French, took a pp7 
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sTtion on '^erf strong ground in front of the town of 
Orthez, wTiere, joined by Clausfel and a strong rein- 
forcement, Soult endeavoured to make a stand. The 
Duke of Wellington commenced his attack on the 
enetoy^s right, storming and taking the village by 
Which it W2^ cotnmanded. The desperate resistance 
which' the enemy made on this pointy occasioned one. 
of those critical movements, when a general is called 
tipon, in the heat of battle, to alter all previous ar*^ 
rangemi^tSy and, in the moment of doubt^ confiision> 
and anxiety, to substitute new combinations to super- 
sede those which have been planned in the hours of 
cool premeditation. A left attack upon a chain of 
heights extending along General Soulfs left, was 
substituted for that to which Wellington had at first 
trusted for victory. 

At the same time, the appearance of General HilPs 
divisioiij who had forded the river, or Gave, above 
Orthez, and threatened the enemy'*s flank and rear, 
made the defeat compile. For some time Mare- 
schal Soult availed himself of the alertness of his 
troops, by halting and taking new positions, to pre- 
serve at least the form of a regular retreat ; but at 
length, forced from one line to another by the ma- 
noeuvres of the British) sustaining new losses at every 
halt, and menaced by the rapid approach of Ge- 
neral Hill's division, his retreat became a flight, in 
which >the French suffered great loss. Whole bat^ 
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(alions of cooscriptd df^l^ried entirely, and many 
left their imukeia reguUriy piled; as if intiniatbg 
their fixed resolution to retire altogether from the 
eontest. 

Another aeUcm near Airee, t^ General Hill, and 
the passage of the Adotir,. under Bayonne, I^ the 
Honourable Sir John Hope, a manoeuvre vhiGi]L 
might if^U be compared to a great battle fought, 
gave fresh influence to the British arms» Aiyonne 
jMs invested, the road to Bourdeaux laid c^n, an^ 
Soult, left with scarce the semUance of ^n army, re^* 
treated towlsrds Tarbes, to secure a junction with 
such French corps as might be retjuming ^vfk Spain. 

The battle of -Orthez, with the brilliant ^nd ma^ 
terly manoeuvres which {^receded and followed it, 
served to establish the superiority of the British 
&rces in points wherejin they had till then been deem- 
ed most deficient. Since the victories m Spain, it was 
QO longer uncomimm to hear a French <^fficer allow, 
that iti the extreme tug of conflict t]^e English sol* 
dier, firc^n physpical strength 9fii high energy of cha- 
racter, had perhaps some degree of superiprity over 
his own impetuous but less persevering countrymen. 
But he uniformly qualified sucb a stretch of candour, 
by claiming for the French sypmor skiU in contri* 
vin^, and promptitude in executipg, those previous 
movemeu^ts, on whi^h the fate 9f battles ufiually de- 
pends. The nctory of Salamanc^^ though gained 
over a general distinguished as a tactician, and in 
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^fPiequ^Qce f>f «i {^TicAis uwHest of manoeuVrcSi. wu 
|]^4i^t|;ed to c<itfitn4iet the oinniiHi wiA which 
iPi%$dbmen were g^iemlly impressed. Yet^ since 
tbe ce^uttpB^^tietit of the campaign on the Adusir^ 
^ Frend^ anny^ though under oommimd of the 
<^delH:«ted Souk, (le Vieuw Henard^ as he was fiuni-* 
iiar^y.caUedby ^ soldiets,) mm chedteict, turned, 
f^m^i^ched, ani out-flanked Upon ev^ oc^asioii ; 
llfiy^ fixnn posi^oe to poMtion, in a comitry that 
l^rds ^ many of po^ufiar strength, without l»vin|; 
fti^ th^ P^W^r to iiagure, their Victors by a jKrotract* 
^ ^^fi^^v and i^^pcate^ly jcMe^ted, not 1^ maim 
|(^e or superiority of nund^r, but by « combipa^ 
liqpi of movfm^tei ^ of^^ cp bdkUy conceived: and 
f^Adjpc^sajlJy eaceiH^iied, nis left throu^ut tibe whote 
ippi^t.lbep^bnof ifc^nce^as well as of ^durii^ 
^^qO^ and }d»y^ical hiurdihood, with the Britiiii sol* 
dier. These victories, besides adding another launl 
tp tb^ tfa^qk-woven c^u^^ifet of the EkigUsb g^eral, 
bad ^e most decisive eSfe^l on the laMire «vente <^ 
jt^f war, §A well as upon the public itind in tli« 
fp^aifi of Fra^c^. 

J^ourdfaux bei^g thus jteft to foUow the incUna^ 
ik^ of the ui||abit<mt|3, and encpuri^ed by tbeap^ 
jffi^^h ^f ap Epg^^h ^cMc^faent 0f l£i,Q09 men« 
ju^e^ Fiidd-Mari^al fiier^r^ p^^ out its muV 
ilfiude^to recei?e the Dul^ie of A^g^u^eme-* TlieiH»0b> 
^rs f bich dira^god ov^ oS jist^ city were computed 
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to be tt lettt 10,800 personii. The mayon Cettnt 
Lyndi, ia a short apeech, told the Englidi Genefal^ 
that if he apjnroached as a conqueroty he needed 
not hit aiterposition to possess himself of the keys of 
fiotirdeaox ; but if he came as an ally of their lawfU 
sorereign, he was ready to tender them up^ with every 
token of love, honour^ and affection. Field-Marshal 
Beresford reiterated his promises of protection^ and 
expressed his confidence in the loyalty of the cky of 
Bourdeaux. The Mayor then uttered the long-for-^ 
gotten signal cry of Vive le Rot ! and it was echoed 
a thousand times from the thousands «t)Uttd. Count 
Lynch then, pulling the three-coloured cockade 
from his hat^ assumed the white cockade of the 
Bourbons. All imitated bis example^ and at a con*- 
certed signal, the okL ensign of loyalty streamed from 
the steeples and towers of the city, amid general a<^ 
clamation. 

The enthusiasm with which the signals of loyalty 
were adopted, and the shouts of Vive ie Soi repeat«> 
ed on idl hands, mingled with blessings upon the 
heads of the English and their leaders, formed a 
scene which those who witnessed it will not speedily 
forget. It was a renewal of early aifections and at- 
tachments, which seemed long dead and forgotten,--^ 
a general burst of feelings the more generous ai^ 
affecting, because they were not only as disinterest- 
ed as. spontaneous, \mt might eventually be deeply 
a 
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ittmght ifkh Amger to Ao0e who ezpvetiBed tliem. 
Yet they were tktter^ with a generotts ^tbnaasm, 
thi^ plae«d the actors fiur above the Sj^ehension of 
pcarsottal consequences. 

' The sam^ Mv^ acelamaticms hailed the entraBce 
ei the Duke d'AngouIeme into this fine citf • At 
the Prince's en^, the inhal^tants crowded round 
him with enthusiasm. The archbishop and dergy 
rf the diocese recognised him ; 7\3 Deum was sung 
in full pornp^ while the imited banners of Frane^ 
Britain, Spain, and Porlugid, were hoisted on Ae 
wdUfi of the town. Lord Dalhousie was left commwad- 
aia of the British ; and if excellent sense, long eispe- 
rience, the most perfect equality of temper, Mid im- 
shaken steadiness, be necessary qualities in so dell- 
&Ae a trust, the British army had not-one more & 
£br the charge. 

Brilliant as these tidings were, they excited in 
Britain the most cruel apprehenaoDs ftr the fate 
whidi Bourdeaux might inciff, if diis dedaratioQ 
should unhapfify prove to be prematiffe. The treaty 
at Chaliillon seemed to approach a termination, Biod 
vessels are said to have been dnpatdied to the Gi- 
EQiide> to &vo«uRithe escape of such citisens as might 
be most obnotdous to the vengeance of Buonaparte 
Many ofi those wha wished most for %i^h success, 
weve tempted tare^t that ihe vietocy of Orthes had 
. VOL. viii. a 
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taken place ; so great were their apprehensions for 
those who had been encouraged by that success, to 
declare against the government of Napoleon ere his 
power of injuring them was at an end. That we may 
see how fisur those fears were warranted,* we shall has- 
tily review the progress of this remarkable negotia- 
ti<Hi, of which, however, the secret history is not even 
BOW entirely known. 

The propositions for peace had begun with the 
communication of the Baron St Aignan, whkh had 
been discussed at Frankfort. The terms then propo- 
sed to Napoleon were, that, abandoning all his wider 
conquests, France should retire within the course of 
the Rhine and the barrier of the Alps. Napoleon 
had accepted these conditions as a basis, under asti- 
pulation,^ however, which afforded a pretext for break- 
ing off the treaty at pleasure, namely, that France 
was to be admitted to liberty of commerce and navi- 
gation ; an implied challenge of the maritime law, as 
exercised by the British. To this, the Earl of Aber- 
deen, the able and accomplished representative of 
Britain, replied, that France should enjoy such liberty 
of commerce and navigation as she had any right to 
expect. A subject of debate, and a most important 
one, was thus left open ; and perhaps neither of those 
powers were displeased to possess a means of disturb- 
ing the progress of the treaty, according to what 
jhould prove the events of the war. 
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Caulaincourt, Duke of Vicenza, the minister of 
foreign affairs, was the representative of Napoleon 
at Chatillon, upon this most important occasion. 
His first instructions, dated 4th January, 1814, re^ 
stricted him to the basis proposed at Frankfort, 
which assigned Belgium to Prance, thus cgncedr 
ing to the latter what Napoleon now called her mk 
tural boundaries, although it certainly did not ap^ 
pear, why, since victory had extended her fron- 
tiers by so many additional kingdoms, defeat should 
not now have the natural effect of retrenching them. { 
But after the inauspicious commencement of the 
campaign, by the battle of Brienne, in which Na- 
poleon gained little, and that of La Rothiere, in 
which he was defeated, he saw that as peace, like 
the Books of the Sibyh, (to the sale of which the ne- 
gotiation has been compared;) would rise ib price„ 
circumstances might render it necessary, also, tha^ 
peace should be made by Caulaincourt without com-, 
munication with Napoleon. Depending upon the 
events of war, it might be possible that a favourable 
day, nay, an hour being suffered to elapse, might put 
the treaty out of his reach. For these reasons, Cau- 
laincourt was intrusted, over and above his instnu^- 
tions, with a definitive and unlimited carte-blanches 
in which he was empowered to " bring tb^ negotia- 
tion to a happy issue, to save the capital, and prevent 
the hazards of a battle, on which ipist rest the last 
hopes of the nation." 
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Cimlaincoyrt r^^^hed Cbatillop sur Seinp, ^ch 
bad been declared neutral for tb« purppi^e of th^ 
(inferences. At this memorable Congre$8, Count 
Stadioiji represented Austria, Count Rmix^wfid 
Russia, Baron Humboldt Prussia^ and Qreat Bri- 
tain had three commissioners present, namely, Lprd 
Aberdeen, Lord Cathcart, and Sir Charles Stewart 
Every politeness was shown on the p^rt pf th^ 
French, who even offered the English ministers th^ 
advantage of corresponding directly with London by 
the way of Calais ; a courtesy whidi was d^line4 
with thanks. 

The commissioners of the allies were not Ipog jn 
expressing what Napoleon's fears bad anticipated* 
They declared that they would no longier i^bide by 
the basis proposed at Frankfort. ^^ To obtain peace, 
France must be restiricted within her ancien^ limits,** 
which excluded the important acquisition of Belgium. 
Baron Fain gives us an interesting account of th^ 
mode in which Napoleon recteiyed this commupie^ 
tion. He retired for a |:ime i^^ his own apartinept, 
and sent fo^ Berthier and M^et. l^hey canine— -be 
gave them ^he fat^l dii^atph— t^ey x^s^, a^d ^ d^p 
silence ensue^. The t^9 f^tb^ ^iqi^t^ 4wg 
^emselves at t^^eir ma^jte^'is fee^, f^l^d wj^tl^ t^a^ ^^ 
their eyes implored him ^9 gjive w^^ to tbj? npC5^pj?itiy 
of ithe time. "** Never," ^e Replied, ** w^ I l^e^^ 
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^ifitttfei^ thd itttegrity of the terrhories of the JBeu 
publi^^ and never will I leave F^ssace less in eitenk^ 
than I fbund her. It would not only be Franee that* 
would retreat, but Austria and Prussia' who would 
advance. • France indeed needs peace, but such m 
peace is worse llian the most inveteiate war. What 
answer would I have to the Republicans of the State^- 
wh€9i they should demand from me the barrier of the 
Khine ? No— write to Caulaincourt that I rejisct the' 
treaty, and will rather abide the brunt of battlef.^ 
Shortly after he is said to have exclaimed, *^ I am 
3^ nearer to Munich than they are to Paris.^ 

His councillors were not discounted. In a cooler 
moment, the ministers who watched his jnllow, pb^ 
tained from him permission that the treaty should 
proceed. He directed that the articles proposed ty 
the idlies should be sent to Paris, and the adviee 
of eadi privy councillor taken individually upon die 
subject. With one exception, that <£ Count La- 
ou6e de Cessac, all the privy councillors agreed that 
the terms proposed at Chatillon ou^^ht to be subscri- 
bed to. Thus sanctioned, Caulaincourt, on the 9th 
of February, wrote to the commissionord of the allies, 
that if an immediate armistice wei^ entered into, he 
WBie ready to consent that France should retreat 
within her ancient limits, according to the basis jno- 
posed. He offered) alflo^ that France shoidd cede in- 
stantly, on condition of the armistioff being granted 
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soine of ihe strong places, which theur acceptance of 
the terms ofPered obliged her to yield up. But this 
offer of ceding the fortresses was clogged with secret 
conditions, to he afterwards explained. The allies 
declared their readiness to adhere to these prelimi- 
naries, and for a day the war might be considered 
as ended. 

But, in the meantime, the successes which Napo- 
leon obtained over Blucher at Montmirail and 
Cbampeaubert, had elevated him in his olm opinion 
above the necessity in whidi he stood after the bat- 
tle of Brienne. From the field of battle at Chateau 
'Thiery, he wrote to Caulaincourt to assume an at- 
-titude less humiliating among the members of the 
Congress; and after the defeat of the prince of 
Wirtemberg, at the bridge of Montereau, and the 
retreat of the Grand Army from Troyes, he seems 
to have entirely resolved to break off the treaty. 

When Schwartzenb^g, as we have seen, demand- 
^ the meaning of Napoleon^s offensive movement, 
^contniry to what had been agreed upon by the Con- 
gress at Chatillon, he answered, by the letter to the 
JSmperor of Austria, in which he rejected the <;on- 
xlitions to which Caulincourt had agreed, and re- 
probated them as terms which, if known in Paris, 
would excite general indignation* *^ It would realize,^ 
he said, ^* the dream of Burke, who desired to make 
^ance disappear from the map of Europe. It W9s 
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placing England* in possession of Antwerp and the 
Low CountriejB, neither of which he would ev^ sur- 
render.'' 

In die same spirit, and at the same time. Napoleon 
wrote from Nangis to Caulaincourt, that ^^ when he 
had given him carte-blanche, it was for the purpose 
of saving Paris, and Paris was now saved; it' was 
for avoiding the risk of a battle, — that risk was over, 
and the battle won ; he therefore revoked the ex- 
traordinary powers with which his ambassador was 
invested." 

We will not stop to inquire into the diplomatic 
question, whether Caulaincourt had not effectually 
exercised, on 9th February, those powers which were 
not recalled until the i7th, six days after ; and; con- 
sequently, whether his master was not bound, by the 
act of his envoy, beyond the power of retracting. 
Enough remains to surprise us in Napoleon's head- 
strong resolution to continue the war, when, in fact, 
it was already ended upon terms which had been re- 
commended by all his councillors, one excepted. His 
obligation to the Republic of France, to maintain the 
integrity of its territories, could scarcely remain bind- 
ing on one, by whom that very Republic had been de- 



• This alluded to the match, then supposed to be on the tapia, 
betwixt the late Pilncess tJharlotte of Wales and the Prince of 
Ocange. 



Digitized 



by Google 



104 LIFE OF 

stroyed ; and at any rate, no such engagetne&t eaii 
bitid a sovereign from acting in extremity as the 
safety of the community requires. Far less could the 
terms be said to dishonour France, or strike her out 
of the map of Europe, mless her honour and exis- 
tence, which had flourished for twelve centuries, de- 
pended upon an acquisition which she had made with- 
in twenty years. But the real case was, that Buo- 
naparte always connected the loss of honour with the 
surrender pf whatever he conceived himself to have a 
chance of being able to retain. Every cession was to 
be wrung from him ; he would part with nothing wil- 
lingly ; and, like a child with its toys, that of which 
there was any attempt to deprive him, became imme- 
diately the most valuable of his possessions. Ant- 
Warp, indeed, had a particular right to be considered 
as inestimable. The sums he had bestowed on its 
ntagnificent basins, and almost impregnable fortifica- 
tions, were immense. He had always the idea that 
he might make Antwerp the principal station of a 
large navy. He clung to this vision of a fleet, even 
at Elba and Saint Helena, repeating often, that he 
might have saved his crown if he would have resign- 
ed Antwerp at ChatiUon ; and no idea was more rivet- 
ted in his mind, than that his refrisal was founded on 
patriotic principles. Yet the chief value of Antwerp 
lay in the event of another war with Gpeat Britain, 
for which Buonaparte was thus preparing, while the 
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quesfimi wm, how ilk pttesent bostilitm were to be 
closed ; and mirdy, the possibility of a imiry wfaidi 
had no existence, should not have been placed in 
competition with the safety of a nation deeply em-* 
perilled by the war now waging in the very oenttt 
of his kingdom.* This he saw in a difierent Hgfat 
from thi^ of calm reason. ^* If I am to receiye 
flagellation,'' he said, ** let it be at least under terma 
of compulsion*" 

Lastly, the temporary success whieh he had at< 
tained in the field of battle, was of a diameter wUdh, 
justly considered, ought not to have encouraged thd 
French Emperor to continue war, but, on the am* 
trary, might have Airnished a precious oppottunity 
{or making peace, before the very sword's point was 
at his throat. The conditions wlneh he might have 
made in this moment of temporary shccessy woidd 
have had the appearance of bebg graceftdly ceded, 
rather than positively ertorted l^ necessity. And 
it may be added, that the alUes, startled by their 
losses, would have probably granted him better 
terms ; and certainly, remembering his military t»- 
lents, would have taken care to observe those which 
^y might fix up<m« The reverses, therefore, in the 
month of February, which obscured the arms of the 



* See Journal, &c par Le Comj^ cle La9 Cnes, tome IV. 
partie 7ieiiie. 
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combined moiiftrchsy resembled the clouds, which, in 
Byron^s Tale, is described as passing over the moon, 
to afford an impenitent ren^ade the last and limited 
term for repentence.* But the heart of Napoleon, 
like that of Alp, was too proud to profit by the in- 
terval of delay thus afforded to him.. 

The truth seems to be, that Buonaparte never se- 
riously intended to make peace at Chatillon ; and 
while his negotiator, Caulidncourt, was instructed to 
hold out to the allies a proposal to cede the frontier 
fortresses, he received from the Duke of Bassano the 
following private directions ; — " The Emperor de- 
sires that you would avoid explaining yourself deady 
upon every thing which may relate to delivering up 
the fortresses of Antwerp, Mayence, and Alexandria, 
if you should be obliged to consent to these cessions ; 
his Majesty intending, even though he should have 
ratified the treaty, to be guided by the military si- 
tuation of affairs : — wait till the last moment. The 
bad, faith of the allies in respect to the capitulations 
of Dresden, Dantzic, and Gorcum, authorises us to 
endeavour not to be duped. Refer, therefore, these 
^questions to a military arrangement, as was done at 

• " There is a light doud by the moon — 
'Tis passing, and 'twill pass full soon ; 
If, by the time its vapoury sail 
Hath ceased her shrouded orb to veil, 
'Thy heart is not within thee changed, 
^Jben God and man are both avenged.'* ' 

Siepe (^ Corinth, 
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Presburg, Vienna, and Tilsit. His Majesty desires 
that you would not lose sight of the disposition whidi 
he will feel, not to deliver up those three keys of 
France^ if military events, on which he is willing 
still to rely, should permit him not to do so, eoen if 
he should have signed the cession of all these pro- 
vinces. In a Word, his Majesty wishes to be able, 
after the treaty, to be guided by existing drcum- 
stances, to the last moment. He ordars you to buml 
this letter as soon as you have read it." 

The allies showed, on their side, that the ob- 
stinacy of Napoleon had increased, not diminish- 
ed, their determination to carry <>n the war. A 
tiew treaty, c^ed that of Chauinont, was entered in- 
to upon the Ist of Mftrch, between Austria, Russia, 
Prussia, imd England, by which the high contract- 
ing parties bound themselves each to keep up an 
army of 150,000 men, with an agreemait on the 
part of Grreat, Britain, to advance four millions to 
carry on the war, which was to be prosecuted with- 
out relaxation, imtil France should be reduced within 
her ancient limits ; and what Airther indicated the 
feelings of both parties, the military commissioners, 
who had met at Lusigny to settle the terms of an 
armistice, broke up, on pretence of being unable to 
agree upon a suitable line of demarcation. 

The principal negotiation continued to languish 
at Chatillon, but without much remaining hope I)e< 
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1^ mtMimn^ hy thos^ ^bo weere well-infbxwkl 6tk 
" «Sthef Aiti of th^ result hang fahrburable. 

On the 7th Mi^rcb, Romigny, a cl^k of fitiona- 
fM^te's cabinet, brought to the Empeifor, oA the even^ 
h)g of the bloody battle of Craomie, the ultimatum of 
the allies, insisting that tbe French envoy should 
eitber projceed to treat \ipoh the basis they had of- 
fered, namely, that France should be reduced i^th* 
in her a(ncient limits, or that Caulaincourt should 
present a conire-projet. His plenipotentiary re- 
quested instructions ; but it appears that Buonaparte, 
too able not Co see the result of his pertinacity, yet 
too haughty to recede from it, had resolved, in 
sportsman's phrase, to die hard. The 10th day of 
March having passed over, without any answer arri- 
ving from Buonaparte to Caulaincourt, the term as- 
signed to him for declaring his ultimatum, was ex- 
tended to five days ; the jdenipotetttiary of France 
hoping, probably, that some decisive event in the 
field of battle would either induce his master to con- 
sent to the terms of the allies, or give him a right to 
obtain better. 

It is said, that, during this interval, Princes 
Wentzeslaus of Lichtenstein was again dispatched 
by the Emperor Francis to the head-quarters of Na- 
poleon, as a special envoy, for the purpose of con- 
juring him to accommodate his ultimatum to the arti- 
cles settled as tbe basi9 of tfaef confe^rences, and *in- 
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